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Operation Iraqi Freedom Family Readiness Letter 5-04

Dear Families and Friends of MWSS-472,

Greetings to all from Iraq!  After weeks of intense preparation and training, the men and women of MWSS-472 have arrived in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom II.  Eagerly building upon the superb efforts of our predecessor unit, the Sweathogs of MWSS-273, your Dragons are already hard at work supporting Marine Corps aviation units and other US and multinational forces in our area of operations.  After several days turning over operational responsibility with the Sweathogs, the Dragons are now in the driver’s seat providing aviation ground support, and have started making our presence known to all here.  The hours are long, and the challenges demanding, but we are now an essential part of the effort to bring stability and freedom to the people of Iraq, and to better ensure the security of all free people around the world.  The service of your loved ones, and the sacrifices that you are making in their absence, are already much appreciated by a very grateful bunch of 3d Marine Aircraft Wing units receiving our support.

We are located at Al Asad Airbase in the Al Anbar Province of Iraq.  Since it is somewhat isolated, the base is generally more secure than places like Fallujah or Najaf that have been much in the news lately.  However, no place in Iraq is immune from hostile actions by our enemies,  and in the past the base has been hit occasionally with inaccurate but still hazardous rocket fire, which means we remain at the ready at all times.

What’s our new home like?  You’ll no doubt be as relieved as we were to discover that we’re at a large, reasonably well-developed base, with many amenities that Marines often don’t expect on deployments.  The amount of effort and money Saddam Hussein spent on the place during his period of misrule is mind-boggling, as there are miles of taxiways leading to hidden revetments for concealing and protecting military aircraft, and reinforced concrete bunkers all over the base.  

Al Asad was not terribly hard-hit during the major combat operations last year.  Most of the structures remained usable, and the craters on the main runway were rapidly repaired when the Army first moved into the area.  As a result, our office spaces are in solid buildings that are largely air-conditioned, helpful in a part of the world where daily summer temperatures peak at around 114 degrees F (it will get much cooler in the fall and winter).  Our living quarters are currently in air-conditioned tents as we complete our turnover with MWSS-273, but we’ll soon move into containerized housing units, nicknamed “candominiums” or just “cans” for short.  

Some other facts about where we live:

· The local water supply is only good for bathing and washing, so we get large quantities of bottled water to drink and use for brushing teeth. 

· The base has a PX selling many of the essentials, a post office, a barbershop, a gift shop, and soon (we hope) a functional indoor swimming pool.  

· Our squadron area boasts its own chow hall (there are two other very large ones on base…the chow is generally pretty good), weight room, recreation room, laundry room, Internet café, and international phone access.  

· The Armed Forces Radio/Television Service has two working FM stations, which is great since our fellow Marines and Sailors had none.

· We have satellite TV in addition to a bunch of DVD players.  The Summer Olympics have been on constantly and it was great to see our athletes do so well.

· Many things we take for granted back home, of course, are not available to us, with vices being particularly targeted in deference to local religious and cultural norms.  Alcoholic beverages are strictly forbidden to U.S. military personnel, as are gambling (even football pools), and objectionable, sexually oriented materials.  Please help your Dragon avoid problems by not sending such items through the mail.  We’ll just have to make do with near-beer (Beck’s is pretty good) and alcohol-free wine in the meantime.

As always, we give thanks for the prayers and the support you provide to each and every one of our Leathernecks and Bluejackets.  It’s your love and support that gives us the strength we need.  Now that the mission has begun, we draw on that strength more than ever.  May the same God that watches over all, bless and keep us all until we are reunited again.


Semper Fidelis,


R. J. LAIN


Lieutenant Colonel, USMCR


Commanding Officer
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