May 8, 2004

Moonlighter Family and Friends,

Hello from sunny Al Asad, Iraq. Another month is upon us and everyone here is doing well and staying busy, definitely no rest for the weary. As we go from one “ground hog day” (as each day is referred to here) to the next, we start realizing that the days “are” in fact going by and pretty soon we will be at the half way mark. We continue to fly support operations for all the Marines operating in our AO (Area of Operations). As you probably know, nighttime is our friend so most of our missions are during the hours of darkness and most of the Moonlighters are slowly turning into vampires. Operations are continuous so everyone gets rest whenever and wherever they can. To not say everyone is tired would be an understatement, but no one complains.  

We have been extremely lucky here reference the weather, today is supposed to be the first day in the 100s. From the news we have been able to see from home, it looks like Southern California has been setting the bar for temperatures above 100 degrees. 

Two days ago I had the honor and privilege to pin Combat Aircrew Wings with “three gold stars” on thirty-seven Moonlight Aircrew. These wings are awarded to aircrew who have flown during combat operations. Aircrew wings are highly coveted and were designed during World War II as a new breast insignia to recognize the job done by enlisted aircrew personnel flying in combat. Later the Combat Aircrew Wings were also authorized for Commissioned and Warrant Officers, other than pilots or designated naval aviation observers, who also met the qualification requirements. One additional gold star, with three being the maximum allowed for wearing, is awarded when established criteria is met. Congratulations to all our newly decorated Aircrew!

As well as the Aircrew Combat Wings, I also had the honor and privilege to present several different awards to the following Marines; Navy Achievement Medals to Sergeants Perez and Salcedo, Corporal Wood, Lance Corporals Thrasher, Martinez-Pena and Negron; Good Conduct Medals to Corporals Blalock and Garrido; Selected Marine Corps Reserve Medals to Corporal Olivos and Lance Corporal Negron. Last but not least, Gunnery Sergeant Hoose was awarded the Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal for his outstanding work within his community.

Condolences to Sergeant Perez and Corporal Barnes and their families who both had Grandparents recently pass away. 

As we continue on with this endeavor, know that you, the Moonlighter families and friends keep all of us motivated and able to endure in this challenging environment! Thank you for all your support! 

Semper Fi,

Lieutenant Colonel Bowen

