[image: image1.png]



Spring/March 2004 Issue

RED LIGHTNING GAZETTE

MWCS 38 NEWSLETTER

http://www.3maw.usmc.mil/macg38/mwcs38/default.asp

From the Commanding Officer

Dear Family and Friends,

Once again, your Communications Squadron has deployed in the continued effort to fight against global terrorism.  Without compromising the security of our forward deployed Marines, I can at least tell you that our Commanding Officer, LtCol Olszowy, and your deployed Marines have arrived safely in Kuwait and are preparing convoys for the trip to their final destinations in Iraq. 

As the Remain Behind Element (RBE) Officer in Charge and as your Squadron Family Readiness Officer (FRO) my commitment is not only to our deployed Marines but also to the entire Comm Squadron family.  So, no matter how you are connected to a Comm Squadron Marine, I want you to know that your concerns are mine just as surely as if you were one of our Marines, because we “take care of our own” and that means you too.

Staying connected through communications, in some small way, helps to decrease the distance between you and your Marine.  As discussed during the Family Pre-deployment brief, staying connected during deployments takes many different forms.  Send letters and cassette tapes, make cards, send “care” packages, and of course send email messages.  All forms become morale-building tools that tend to help mission success.  Don’t forget the toll free “DICTAPHONE” or Family Information Service Line.  Current information about the deployment can be obtained by following these instructions:

1. Dial 877-616-8762

2. Listen to the Main Greeting, press 2 for Subordinate Units

3. Press “3” for MACG-38 Menu

4. Press “3” for MWCS-38.  Message from the Commanding Officer regarding current events and deployment information

In addition to the DICTAPHONE line, the Commanding Officer will establish an e-mail distribution list, sending out weekly updates starting on or about 4 April.  If you’re interested in receiving the update via email, please send your email address to:  mwcs38web@3maw.usmc.mil  

Our Key Volunteer Network is one of the most important ways we take care of our families.  Our Key Volunteers are extraordinary volunteers from among our families who are here in San Diego.  They have teamed up to pass the “true scoop” about our Marines during deployments and about upcoming special events.  This information is shared through phone calls, this newsletter, and our Internet web page (see letterhead above).  These special people also make themselves available to help during those times when a Marine is deployed or if a family simply is unsure of where to turn with a particular problem.  Our Key Volunteers are specially trained and are highly motivated to support our Marines’ families.

The Remain Behind Element has been and will continue to be very busy with maintenance of communications systems, and training in preparation for rotation II, Operation Iraq Freedom 2.  Upcoming exercise support is also underway.  Although our mission support is more towards the garrison environment, rest assured we would not neglect the support requirements from our deployed Marines.

If you have any questions you can call me directly at (858) 577-9564 or send e-mail to delacruzsa@3maw.usmc.mil.  I understand the sacrifices a Marine and loved ones make in a life of military service and sincerely appreciate your support of our Marine.  May you and your loved ones be blessed, be well and take care yourselves and each other.


Semper Fidelis


Steve A. DelaCruz



Major    USMC


Executive Officer MWCS-38

Key Volunteer Network

Dear Friends of MWCS-38,

Déjà vu, we find ourselves either in a deployment situation or for those who remain in Miramar, maintaining the squadron’s mission stateside. Our MWCS-38 family as a whole has been split similarly to those individual families who have had to say good- bye to their loved ones recently for one exercise or another. 

But never fear, I for one (and one for all!) plan to see this time pass smoothly and swiftly and look forward to our MWCS-38 family’s reunion. With that thought, however must come a plan. It is important to stay busy by finding a hobby, perhaps getting a job, making friends, collecting alligators, finding spouses who have children which would be compatible to your children, get involved by volunteering in your community, find a place where you can practice your faith, and use this time to grow. (And yes, as someone who is height deprived, I like to think I can still grow at the age of 38!)

So, what’s this I’m talking about, this plan? Sure, it’s easy to say all that but to actually implement it is something else. You just need to do it! Consider joining the Key Volunteer Network for MWCS-38. We’re a fun group and laugh a lot! There’s even going to be food at our meetings so how can you go wrong there? Call MCCS to find out about all of the base activities (volunteer or recreationally based) for adults and kids. Call me if you’d like to start a small interest group within our squadron (like scrap booking, movie night, lunch bunch etc) to meet people within our MWCS-38 family. Take those trumpet lessons you always wanted to take.

The point I’m trying to drive home here (in a thousand words or more!) is stay busy. It’s your choice. You can sit at home and mope (not recommended by the FDA!) or make something of this time. Whatever you do, make sure it’s something you enjoy doing! The time will fly, your Marine will come home, and you’ll look in the mirror at yourself with great satisfaction of having spent this deployment time well!

Until next time, keep the faith!

Jeanne Olszowy

KVN Squadron Advisor

KVN Contact Information
For information regarding the KVN Network, such as meeting times, etc. call (858) 577-7531

       Birth Announcement

Sydney LaPoint was born in February to Kimberly and Nick LaPoint.
NOTE:

If you would like to receive Key Volunteer email updates let your Company Coordinator know.  If you are presently receiving Key Volunteer emails and would like to be removed from the list, please email mwcs38web@3maw.usmc.mil.

L.I.N.K.S. Program

The L.I.N.K.S. Program offers an orientation to the Marine Corps lifestyle for all spouses.  We provide mentorship by other spouses, and a rich environment for spouses to learn to manage the demands of Marine Corps life.  At LINKS, we focus on educating spouses about Marine Corps history, traditions, benefits and services, financial awareness, dealing with separation and deployment, tips on moving and effective communication. 
LINKS is a relaxed atmosphere in which all spouses can make new friends and enjoy being a part of the Marine Corps family.  We all know the Marine Corps can present many challenges and the LINKS team is ready to equip each person with the knowledge and skills to successfully meet those challenges.  

For more information on the LINKS Program please call (858) 577-4810 or (858) 577-7531.

Upcoming Events and Information

-Key Volunteer Training: Basic skills class
3 Day Session:  March 23-25 from 6-9pm

For more details contact your Co. Coordinator or Debbie Gray at (858) 577-1322.
-All Hands Bingo, Miramar E-Club

Every Saturday games start at 1:00pm

Every Mon & Wed games start at 6:30pm

$25,000 jackpot prize available every session!

-Is your spouse deployed and you want to make new friends? Is your spouse not deployed and you want to make new friends anyway?

If you would like to form an interest group within MWCS-38 such as a book club, movie club, lunch club, bug collector’s guild, Mommy’s get together, or anything that may be of interest to you, let’s get it started! Email mwcs38web@3maw.usmc.mil you will be contacted with help to get these activities going…with your help as wel1! (
-Kid Fit, Main Fitness Center

Group exercise, ages 5-10, every Tuesday and Thursday 3pm-4pm.    Call Amy Delong for details (858) 577-9143.

-Youth Sports Season, Youth & Teen Center

Register your child for the upcoming sports season. Coaches are always needed! Contact Ron Hymas at (858) 577-4136.

-“Parenting the Toddler” (18mos-3yrs)

Two session parenting class. Call (858) 577-9812 to register or for further information.

-Young Adults Fellowship

Pizza and movie social every Sunday from 5:30-7:30pm at the MCAS Miramar Chapel

-Tests for College Credit, Education Center

Available to spouses and other family members.  Call (858) 577-1801 for more information.

-2004 Educational Scholarships
MOSC Scholarship:  Spouses or children of active duty/retired/deceased military members in the Miramar area. 

First Command Scholarship: Children of active duty/retired/deceased military members in the Miramar area.

Applications must be received by 1 April 2004. For more details call Mimi Brooker at (858) 577-4810.

-Tax Season

Visit the MCAS Miramar Income Tax Center

Hours: Feb 9th-April 4th-MTW 11am-6pm, Thurs 7:30am-2:30pm, and Fri 7:30am-12:30pm.  Call (858) 577-1040 to set up an appointment.

Website for taxpayers with combat zone related questions: combatzone@irs.gov


-Are life changes causing you stress?

MCCS One Source can help you handle deployment, parenting, divorce, and more.

Call 1-800-869-0278, or visit the website at: www.mcconesource.com

-Helpful information regarding deployment preparation: www.deploymentconnections.org 

-Internet access available for spouses with deployed Marines. At L.I.N.K.S. across from the Jet Mart. 9am-4pm, Monday-Friday
Headquarters Company News

Spring is around the corner and as promised, forty-one Headquarters Marines are forward deployed now.  Of the deployed Marines, half are in Kuwait and the other half are in Iraq.  I am presently located in Kuwait.  The Marines in Kuwait are busy off loading ships and preparing to convoy the Squadron equipment to Iraq.  By the end of March, all of Headquarters Marines should be back together in Iraq.  The Headquarters Marines located in Iraq now are busy preparing camps and setting up our communication network.  The non-deployed portion of the Company will continue to support the Squadron from right here at Miramar.  For those with deployed spouses and loved ones, your support and strength on the home front inspires us to work harder and is greatly appreciated.  For all spouses and loved ones of Headquarters Marines, please use the Key Volunteer Network as it was designed.  Call your volunteer spouse and see what events are coming up both at home and on the deployed front.  Your teamwork and support at home with each other makes my team over here happier and stronger.  As always, the Key Volunteer Network within the Squadron and the Company is here to pass the word and assist families.  My family and I wish each of you a safe St. Patrick’s Day and blessed Easter and again thank each one of you for support of your Marines.

Sincerely, 
Captain Rob Thomas USMC

Headquarters Company CO

           Alpha Company News
Greetings from the Middle East! It’s hard to believe that just 4 months ago we were just here. To be honest, it’s pretty surreal to stand on the same sand that I promised myself I’d never come back to but always expect the unexpected in the Marines! We already have many Marines at our primary location in Iraq and things are progressing very well. This is the busiest time for our Marines: the installation phase. It’s also the best time because time flies when you’re working this hard. There are no “set” hours, we continue to work until the network is established (albeit with food and rest in-between). It’s also the most exciting time due to the fact that we’re establishing a network from scratch and I’m proud to say that we (MWCS-38) established the first operational communications for Marines since their re-entry into Iraq! That’s a big accomplishment and I couldn’t be more proud of the professionalism, expertise and morale of all the Marines involved, many of whom were here for the last deployment. From working on the phones, computers, generators, vehicles, ensuring we have enough supplies – this is a well oiled machine that loves establishing operational communications and we are in our element! 

While that is occurring, the majority of the squadron prepares to convoy up North. By the time you read this, we will have successfully traversed hundreds of miles to our final destination. Although dangerous, we have been doing nothing but prepare for the upcoming trip. Our skill and teamwork will ensure we safely get to our destination so we can finish setting up the communications and enjoy the good life of movies, books, and near beer. 

I’ll write more for next month’s newsletter. Since everything will be setup and working properly, I’ll have nothing but time on my hands. As always your unending love and support will be THE factor that gets us through this deployment and safely reunited with you. 



Respectfully,



Ken Sandler



Capt USMC         

Bravo Company News

Hello once again to the families and loved ones of Bravo Company.  By the time you receive this newsletter many of your Marines will have been deployed or preparing to deploy in support of the 3 Marine Aircraft Wing at either Yuma, AZ or 29 Palms, CA.  The remaining Marines will be at Miramar continuing efforts to insure our complete readiness for our trip to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom II.  I personally would like to thank all of you for your support and dedication to the Marines of Bravo Company. It is only through your support that Bravo Company will be able to carry out the many tasks and missions assigned in the upcoming months.

LtCol Olszowy, Alpha Company and much of Headquarters are already in place in Iraq and I ask that you keep them and their families in your hearts, minds and prayers.  In the coming months I will be asking a lot of your Marines and subsequently you in preparing our Marines to be ready when they are called upon in the late summer early fall.  In addition to exercise support, your Marines will be receiving numerous classes and undergoing extensive training to better prepare them to meet all the future challenges.

As you can well see your Marine will be extremely busy and everything will be done to ensure that they are prepared for all they may encounter.  I encourage you to enjoy all the time you can with your loved ones and ask for your continued and unfaltering support.  

Semper Fidelis 

Captain Luis Vazquez

Important Phone Numbers

Squadron Family Readiness Officer (FRO)

- Major Steve DelaCruz      858-577-9564

HQ Company FRO and A Company FRO 

are deployed.  Reference all FRO related- questions or issues to Maj DelaCruz.

B Company FRO

- Captain Steve Waters
858-577-9574

Squadron Duty Officer
858-577-7524

Group Duty Officer
858-577-9605

MACG-38 Chaplain
858-577-9598

Poison Control
800-876-4766

American Red Cross
858-542-7400

Food Locker /Share
858-577-6550

USO
619-235-6503

MCCS Counseling Center
858-577-6585

New Parent Support Group
858-577-9812  

Postal Addresses for Deployed Marines

PERSONAL MAIL 

(SHIP RIDERS/MAIN BODY)

GRADE NAME USMC

MWCS 38

UIC 41136

FPO AP 96426-1136

PERSONAL MAIL (FARP A)

GRADE NAME USMC

MWCS 38

UIC 41137

FPO AP 96426-1137

PERSONAL MAIL (FARP M)

GRADE NAME USMC

MWCS 38

UIC 41138

FPO AP 96426-1138

