MAG 11 FAMILY READINESS NEWSLETTER

[image: image1.png]<TRINE AIRCRAFT Gppos.





ISSUE 1 VOL. 1








January, 2004


[image: image2.wmf] 


Commanding Officers Corner

Happy New Year MAG 11 families. I want to start this New Year out by thanking each of you for the job you have done, and continue to do to make the MAG 11 team such a success. Without your dedication and hard work this MAG would cease to function. 

As we look forward to the New Year, I want to emphasize the importance of improving our Family Readiness program. One of the benefits of a strong program is that it enables us to improve our communication flow to you. This newsletter is one of the ways we are trying to do this. It is great way of passing on worthwhile information regarding MAG 11 and the community, directly to you. Please take the time to read through it in its entirety. It is full of useful events and points of contacts from which you as families can benefit. My intent is that this will become a tool which we can use to continuously strengthen our Family Readiness program.

    Thanks again to each of you for the past year and here’s to a safe and successful 2004!

Semper Fidelis,

Col Earl Wederbrook

Key Volunteer Coordinator

Amy

As the new Key Volunteer Coordinator for MAG 11 Headquarters, I wanted to introduce myself.  I am Amy, and my family arrived here in October.  I've served as a Key Volunteer or Key Volunteer Coordinator at several duty stations and I'm excited about the rich resources available to our families assigned here in the San Diego area. My family lives in military housing in the area.   I'm looking forward to getting to know the Marine family here at MAG 11.
 

I originally became involved in the Key Volunteer program as a new wife.  I was in a new city, knew NO Marine wives, and my husband learned that he might be part of an unexpected and rapid deployment.  I had a real moment of panic.  Not even sure of the questions I ought to be asking, I knew I needed some help. I wandered into an Enlisted Wives Club meeting, and the guest speaker mentioned a program called "Key Volunteers", and within just a few weeks, I found myself sitting in a Key Volunteer training.  The information I gained was invaluable, and empowering.  Since then, it has been my privilege and pleasure to serve in the Key Volunteer Network working to help other spouses like myself. This newsletter is just one step in making sure the lines of communication are open.   We expect to have Key Volunteers calling spouses sometime in January, and we're investigating other options for getting information to our families.  Please don't hesitate to offer suggestions and share ideas.  Contact information will be forthcoming.
 

Have a joyous and safe holiday season!
  

Amy


WHAT DOES THE USO OFFER?

Weekly Tuesday night dinners at NO cost to the active duty military and their families (6:00pm) 

E-mail and Internet Access in the Cyber Canteen 

Great activities and helpful information on what to do in San Diego 

Holiday Meals 

Children's Holiday Activities and Parties 

Fantastic volunteer opportunities 

Events open to the public throughout the year, including a Golf Tournament, an 8K-5K Run/ Walk, a free Navy and Marine Corps Holiday Band Concert and a black tie Gala 

Modern and spacious facility 

Pool tables 

Two big screen televisions with over 500 channels 

Shower facility to freshen up before going downtown 

Pay phones for your convenience 

Limited under-building parking 

Vending and soda machines 

Fabulous social hall for parties and meetings at no cost to active duty military and their families 

Free magazines 

Military newspapers for you 

Friendly volunteers and staff working to make you feel at home in San Diego 

The AIRPORT CENTER offers:

 

New facility with soft chairs to sit and rest your feet 

A large screen television 

Eating lounge with vending machines 

Complimentary coffee and pastries 

Mother/child playroom 

Knowledgeable volunteers and staff to help you get to your destination 

Cyber canteen with free Internet access 

Pay phones to keep you connected 

Out-of-this-world volunteering opportunities 

Relaxing atmosphere while you are traveling 

ATM Machine 

Showers to freshen up after your travels 

Video Game Room 

Conference room for meetings at the airport 

Reduced rate shuttle service to your duty station 
San Diego USO Main Center location:
303 A Street
Suite 100
San Diego, California 92101
Ph: 619.235.6503

Neil Ash USO Airport Center location:
3707 North Harbor Drive
Terminal #2, Lindbergh Field
San Diego, California 92101
Ph: 619.296.3192

******************************************
PARENTS NITE OUT

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16TH 

6-10PM

AGES 1-11

$10.00/CHILD

**SHOT RECORDS REQUIRED** 

DEADLINE TO REGISTER: WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14TH
 ***********************************

American Red Cross WIC Program invites you to the…
What:      University Square Community Fair
When:     Saturday, January 31, 2004 from 10 am - 2 pm
Where:    University Square Shopping Center (between 54th & College on University Avenue)

Meet all the community resources for families, and get the latest information for parents - and free stuff!  Clear Channel radio stations Z90 and 93.3 will be broadcasting live from the event and giving away admission tickets to their YEAH BABY EXPO in February.

****************************

Free Tuesdays in Balboa Park
As a public service, Balboa Park organizations offer free admission on a rotating basis throughout the month.
First Tuesday
San Diego Model Railroad Museum 

San Diego Natural History Museum 

Reuben H. Fleet Science Center 

Second Tuesday
Museum of Photographic Arts 

Museum of San Diego History 

Third Tuesday
San Diego Art Institute 

San Diego Museum of Art 

San Diego Museum of Man 

Japanese Friendship Garden 

Mingei International Museum 

Fourth Tuesday
San Diego Aerospace Museum 

San Diego Automotive Museum 

San Diego Hall of Champions 

House of Pacific Relations International Cottages 

Fifth Tuesday
Normal museum prices in effect. 

The Timken Museum of Art is always free. 

Centro Cultural de la Raza is free, donation requested. 

Veterans Memorial Center is free, donation requested. 

*Some museums may offer complimentary admission to their permanent collections only and charge admission to special exhibitions.

************************************

Promotions

Congratulations to Sgt Hastings for his recent promotion!

************************************

Savings.  Investments.  Retirement.

Few of us feel confident that we’re doing everything we possibly can to prepare for a secure financial future.  Just making ends meet can seem like a challenge, much less setting aside money for retirement and our children’s education.  That’s why MCCS One Source offers numerous resources such as life articles to help you with your personal financial planning (budget) needs. 

MCCS One Source is offering you the Personal Finance for Everyone audio recording, with a simple, no-nonsense approach to financial planning that can work for anyone, whatever your age or income. Available in either audiotape or CD, this recording includes valuable financial tips and strategies from David Chilton, financial planner, author, and star of two PBS programs.

MCCS One Source is also offering a pre-paid copy of the Personal Budget Management booklet.  This booklet is full of useful tips on how to take charge of your money.  You’ll learn how to:

· Analyze your current financial situation

· Understand the obstacles between you and your finances

· Recognize what you can and can’t control

· Create a budget—and stick to it

To read or download life articles, just go to www.mccsonesource.com and click on “This Month’s Feature,” or call MCCS One Source today.

From the United States: 800-869-0278

From outside the United States (where available): 800-869-02788

Or call collect: 484-530-5884
MCCS One Source is brought to you by the U.S. Marine Corps, at no cost to you.  And best of all, it’s here for you—any time of day, wherever you are.  So get in touch with us today.  We have consultants who speak Spanish and offer simultaneous translation into more than 140 other languages.  TTY/TDD and accessibility Web site also available.

Online: www.mccsonesource.com
User ID: marines  Password: semper fi

En español, llame al 888-732-9020

TTY/TTD: 800-346-9188
************************************

Are you interested in becoming a Key Volunteer?

 We are always looking for motivated spouses who are willing to get involved! Feel Free to contact the Family Readiness Officer at 858-577-6151 to find out more information.
In this Issue . . . 


-USO Information


-Free Days at Balboa Park Museums


-Parents Night Out


-Red Cross County Fair


-MCCS “One Source” financial resources











You’re Invited!





MAG 11 HQ is having a Pre-Super-Bowl- Family cookout


When: 30 Jan @1100


Where: Mills Park





Food and drinks will be provided, as well as plenty of games and activities for all ages.
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