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CO’s Message

I hope all “Death Rattler” families had a great Holiday Season.  As the New Year gets into full swing the “Snakes” are again preparing to support our Nation’s war against terrorism.  We will be doing a lot of realistic training in preparation for possible real world tasking.  As in the past, I am sure you all understand the long hours required to sustain our ability as the World’s premier fighting force.    

Current plans have the squadron deploying sometime early 2005, as you all know the situation in the World is very dynamic and no hard dates can be assumed.  I want you all to know that I will do everything in my power to give our families as much lead-time as possible.

In closing, I would like to make you all aware of a very real problem that is identity theft.  Squadrons here at Miramar have had their social rosters and recall rosters become the property of people that meant to use them to steal our Marines identity on-line.  We are taking steps here at the squadron to restrict access to all rosters and only put information in rosters that is absolute necessity.  I ask all of you to guard the official squadron rosters and to keep track of your credit reports and credit cards for unauthorized usage.  Let us know here at the squadron ASAP if you find fraudulent use of your credit.  

Semper Fidelis,

Brutus

SgtMaj’s Message

Hello everyone,

I just wanted to take this opportunity to say how thankful I am to be a part of the “Snake Family.” Currently, we have Marines deployed to Operation Iraqi Freedom II and the Weapons & Tactics Instructor course in Yuma, AZ.  As a Marine who has deployed several times, I can truly appreciate how important it is to have solid support at home while on deployment.  I want to thank each and every one of you for the support you provide your Marines. Your help keeps the Marines focused and allows me to prepare the Squadron for the upcoming deployments. 

We are currently planning on having a family gathering on 24 April. We would like to invite all family members to attend so that we can introduce some key players that have volunteered to distribute information and assist other family members if needed while we are on deployment.  Even though we will have a pre-deployment brief and provide as much information to you as we can, we will never be able to provide an answer for every situation that might come up.  This is why the Key Volunteers are so important.  During this family gathering we will introduce individual Key Volunteers that will be contacting you directly.  The Commanding Officer will inform all family members of the upcoming deployment schedule.  During these next few months, I would encourage you to have your significant other write down everything they do for the family, this will prepare you while they are gone. Sometimes simple things like oil changes, car maintenance, bill paying and other important items can get over looked. Deployments are never easy, however we would like for all of you to be as prepared as possible. 

After spending 21 years in the Marine Corps, I have finally realized that you can never get back all the time spent away from your family, but I hope that you can understand the importance of being a Marine in today’s world.  You are certainly just as important and by providing a solid home life you allow each Marine to be effective and focused while doing their job. Once again thank you for that support at home and I look forward to seeing everyone at the upcoming “Snake Picnic”.

KV Coordinator’s Message

Hello "Snake" families.  

By now, I hope you all know that Margaret Williams has moved on and I am the new KVC.  Let me take this time to introduce myself. I am Donna Charette, I've been married to Bob for 17 years and we have two sons, Bobby and John.

I am looking forward to the KVC challenge and hope to keep you all as informed as I can.  If there are any spouses interested in joining the KV Network-please let me know.

Squadron Happenings

Key Volunteers Needed
A Key volunteer is the spouse of a Marine who recevies special training and command guidance, and they assist in creating an atmosphere of support and concern for the welfare of our “Snake” families.  We are looking for new Key Volunteers to replace those who have left and help with this very important task.  If you are interested in becoming a Key Volunteer or would like additional information, please contact Donna Charette at via the squadron duty officer at (858) 577-6792. 

Squadron Picnic

Come on out and enjoy the sunshine (hopefully!) this Saturday, April 24th at noon at Mills Park (located at MCAS Miramar, near the exchange and the new gym).  This will be a great way for families to meet each other in a relaxing environment.  

Key Volunteer Training
April dates for Key Volunteer Network trainings.  In April there are 2 different opportunities for KV Basic Skills training.  One is a 3-day evening session that will be April 27th, 28th, and 29th from 6 pm to 9 pm.  The second is a Saturday session that is on April 3rd from 8 am to 3 pm.    Family Readiness Officer's training is offered on April 7th from 9 am to noon.  Those who would like to register for any of these trainings should contact the MCAS Miramar Key Volunteer Office at (858) 577-1322 or by email at graydm@miramar.usmc.mil to reserve a spot.

DID YOU KNOW???

Information You Can Use
Identity Theft Alert:  Forged Checks Scheme And Deployed Servicemember Identity Theft

During March of 2004, families of some servicemembers reported forged checks affecting some deployed servicemembers' accounts. Reports in the last few days indicate similar occurrences that may affect servicemembers that have deployed from the East Coast.

Marines (or their families or Power of Attorney holders) may notice unauthorized charges to their bank accounts by check, debit card, or ATM, or may notice unauthorized credit card charges. These are "red flag" signals that identity theft may have occurred. 

Marines should immediately take the following actions if they believe identity theft has affected them: (1) contact any of the three major credit bureaus (Experian 888-397-3742; Equifax 800-525-6285; Transunion 800-680-7289), report the identity theft and request copies of their credit report from all three bureaus; (2) immediately dispute any transactions that result from the identity theft with the financial institution, bank, credit card, and submit to them the FTC's "Identity Theft Affidavit"-this affidavit is available at the FTC's website at <http://www.consumer.gov/idtheft> or from your local Legal Assistance Attorney on the USMC Legal Assistance Toolkit (you have a limited time-window to dispute unauthorized charges if you wish to escape becoming liable for those charges, so immediate action upon first learning of the charges is of utmost importance); (3) immediately close the accounts you believe to be affected by identity theft; (4) file a police report with both the local civilian and military authorities, making sure to get copies of the report for submission to creditors, to facilitate disputing charges, and as evidence of the crime; (5) report the incident to the FTC at 1-877-IDTHEFT (438-4338) and/or to the FTC's Military Sentinel at <http://www.consumer.gov/ military>. 

Deployed Marines: Deployed Marines and other servicemembers located outside the continental United States may have difficulty accomplishing the above actions. In cases of deployment and to prepare for future deployments or unexpected absences, Marines should visit their local Legal Assistance Office and determine, with the help of a Legal Assistance Attorney, if Powers of Attorney may be appropriate to resolve the identity theft problems. Special Powers of Attorney may specifically delegate (for example only) powers (1) to receive and discuss account statements, and dispute charges on specific bank or credit accounts, (2) to discuss charges and report fraud with credit reporting agencies (such as Equifax, Experian, or Transunion), or (3) to file police reports with regard to specific accounts.

How to Protect Yourself: Marines can help avoid identity theft by (1) placing passwords on credit card, bank, and phone accounts-passwords should never contain obvious information such as birth dates, mother's maiden names, or social security numbers; (2) particularly if you have roommates, secure all personal information in a bank safety deposit box, or other inaccessible location; (3) never leave personal accounts (e-mail accounts or computer login accounts) open at work or at home-always password-protect and lock accounts when you step away from the computer, no matter who is around; (4) routinely order copies of and check your credit reports for evidence of identity theft (at minimum once every six months); (5) give out no personal information by phone, mail, or internet until you verify the identity of the requestor-usually you can check the organization's website and verify the requestor's identity by a call to the customer service number; (6) shred all personal documents before you dispose of them; and, (7) avoid and be on constant lookout for recent scams or schemes (recent trends are logged by the FTC at <http://www.consumer.gov/sentinel/> and at the very good non-profit Financial and Tax Fraud Education Associates, Inc. "Cyber-Museum of Scams and Frauds" website <http://www.quatloos.com/>. 

For help defending yourself against identity theft and to learn how to protect yourself against identity theft during extended absences or deployments, visit your local Legal Assistance Office. Legal Assistance Attorneys are trained in identity theft and consumer protection law and will provide advice on protective measures that can be taken immediately that may limit financial loss. You may also visit your base Financial Management Office for further assistance. Extensive information and educational materials on Identity Theft are made available on the FTC website at <http://www.consumer.gov/idtheft> and at <http://www.ftc.gov>. 

Please contact your local Legal Assistance Office with any questions regarding this advisory or for legal advice. Questions or concerns not soliciting legal advice may be directed to CMC (Code JAL) at HQMCLegal@ HQMC.USMC.MIL <mailto:HQMCLegal@ HQMC.USMC.MIL> or at (703) 614-1266. 

Space-A Travel

The one-year test to expand space-available travel privileges to family members of active-duty and retired service members traveling within the continental United States was extended until further notice, according to Air Mobility Command's air transportation division officials. The extension will allow the test to continue while office of the secretary of defense officials complete their evaluation of the test. Under the space-A test phase, the family members of active-duty and retired service members are able to travel space-A aboard military flights when accompanied by their sponsors of the passenger policy branch. The test does not apply to "gray-area retirees"-Guard and Reserve Airmen who are retired but are not yet eligible for retired pay and benefits. For more information, see http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?storyID=123007246. 

For more on space-A travel, see http://www.military.com/Travel/Home/0,13396,,00.html
Free Home Buyers Training Seminar

Presented by: Chaz, Terry and Carolyn of Primex Funding Services, Inc.

For: all active duty members

When: Wednesday April 28th, 2004, between 1200-1400

Where: Miramar Joint Reception Center 

DID YOU KNOW??? Cont.

All aspects of real estate will be discussed, including:

· Financing options

· Tax advantages

· How to find the right home for your family

· What's an escrow & why you need title insurance

· What a home warranty is

Seating is limited.  Please call Chaz 858.627.9155 or e-mail us at: primefund@sbcglobal.net  join us for refreshments.

Thrift Shop

Best buy in town!  Stop by NMCRS Thrift Shop!

MCAS Miramar building 275 (Bauer road, right next to the uniform shop).  For more information, contact (858) 271-4633.

Hrs: 10-1 every tues., thurs., & the 3rd sat. Of the month

Uniform items always available!

Raffle And A Budget!

Do you want a chance to win a $50 gift certificate for a romantic dinner at Champs pub and deli, or a gift basket?  Or a bouquet of flowers for mother’s day???

If the answer is yes, then all you have to do is sign up to have your budget done at the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society at the Miramar Office during the week of Cinco De Mayo (Monday May 3rd- Friday 7th)

A budget is something few people ever take the time to do.  Let one of our experienced caseworkers show what a difference it can make.

25 slots are available on a first come, first serve basis.  There are 5 slots available everyday starting at 0900 thru 1300.  At least 10 service members have to sign up in order for the campaign to go forth.

The drawing will be held on Friday may 7th at 1400.  You do not have to be present.  A reliable phone number is all that is needed for us to contact you.  Your prize must be redeemed by 1500 on 7 May 2004.

The Circus Is In Town

Culpepper and Merriweather Circus will be at MCAS Miramar (South of the Commissary Parking Lot) on Sunday, May 2, 2004.  Two Great Shows at 2:00 p.m. & 4:30 p.m.

Come see elephants, trapeze artists, clowns, aerialists & more!

Ticket sales will take place April 12th  through 30th at the Entertainment Ticket Office, Bldg. 2524.

Challenger British Soccer Camp

MCAS Miramar Youth Sports is bringing the nations number one all British Soccer Camp program to your community again this coming summer. Challenger British Soccer Camp is a nationwide organization which will coach nearly 60,000 players around the US this summer in their British Soccer camps program.  Here is your chance to experience their unique expertise thanks to the efforts of MCAS Miramar Youth Sports.

Dates: June 14-18, 2004

Location: Mills Park, MCAS Miramar

Ages: 4 & 5 yrs, 9:00-10:30am or 10:40 - 12:10pm (cost $70)

DID YOU KNOW??? Cont.

Ages: 6 - 9 yrs, 9:00 – Noon(cost $98)

Ages: 8 - 18 yrs, 5:30 - 8:30pm (cost $98)

Sign up today at the MCAS Miramar Youth Center!  For more information call Gwynn William, Regional Director 888-693-8220, gwilliams@challenegrsports.com.

NEW PARENT SUPPORT PROGRAM

INTRODUCES

"Parenting the Toddler"

18 months - 3 years

Two Session Class: 4/8/04 & 4/15/04 

 9:00am - 12:00pm

MCAS MIRAMAR L.I.N.K.S. HOUSE 

BLDG 2273

Topics of discussion include: 

*  Growth and Development 

*  Discipline 

*  Temper Tantrums 

*  Stimulating Play Activities

*  Safety

*  Toilet Training

*  Bedtime Routines 

*  Eating Habits 

Call 858 -577-9812 to register and to make childcare arrangements.

MCAS Miramar Youth Sports Soccer

Ages 4 through 13 Boys and Girls (co-ed teams)

LATE REGISTRATION thru Apr 30th 

Sign-up today at the MCAS Miramar Youth & Teen Center.

 Registration fee of $45 includes

·       Individual and team pictures

·       Individual trophy

·       Game jersey

·       Shorts

·       Socks

*Age Divisions: 4-5, 6-7, 8-10, 11-13 (Division age groups may change according to program needs)

Open to ALL youth with base access in ALL housing areas.

*      Coaches meeting April 17th

· Practice starts the week of April 19th
*      First game May 1st, last game June 19th

Miramar Youth Sports

Miramar Youth & Teen Center (858) 577-4136

L.I.N.K.S.

Have you heard about L.I.N.K.S?

Are you newly married to a Marine or have questions about the Marine Corps way of life?  You could ask questions in an informal, relaxed atmosphere where you were having fun and making friends too.  The mentors and teachers are spouses just like you, only with a few more years experience to share tips and explain Marine Corps traditions and benefits, all having to do with our unique lifestyle.  Those interested in volunteering or interested in participating in one of the three-day sessions, call L.I.N.K.S. at Miramar (858) 577-4810 or stop by the office located at the Marine Corps Community Services bldg. 2273 next to the post office for more info.    




Squadron News

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

04/07
Cpl. Darrell P. Lewis

04/08
Sgt. James L. Hicks Jr. 

04/10
Cpl. Steve A. Solarez

04/12
Sgt. Kenneth D Coleman

04/19
Pvt. William W. Ross III

04/19
Ssgt. Alex Valdivieso 

04/20
Lcpl. Brandon K. Fitzhugh

04/23
Cpl. Steven W. Bingham

04/24
Lcpl. Jose Cervantes

04/24
1stSgt. Jonathan P. Lee 

04/25
Lcpl. Nathaniel A. Cowen

04/28
Sgt. Steven S. Kaiser

04/29
Sgt. Rodolfo V. Green

MAY BIRTHDAYS

05/02
Sgt. Jm C. Burney

05/03
Cpl. Sterling M. Bullock

05/03
Cpl. Dustin K. Martin

05/06
Sgt. Jeremiah J. Welling

05/13
Capt. John D. Dixon

05/16
Msgt. Timothy E. Dupont

05/18
Sgt. Scott M. Freche

05/22
Lcpl. Stephen K. Thompson

05/22
Ssgt. Terry A. Blila Jr

05/24
Cpl. James A. Harrison

05/25
Lcpl. Jesse M. Kladek

05/29
Pfc. Brandon J. Mayes

05/29
Sgt. Kenneth B. Watson

05/29
Ssgt. Darren J. Abshire

05/30
Capt. Joseph J. Porrazzo Jr.

05/31
Gysgt. James L. Landree

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

06/02
Lcpl. Marcus G. Vasquez

06/02
Lcpl. Spencer A. Brown

06/02
Sgt. Norris I. Spencer Jr.

06/03
Pfc. Jeremy D. Opdahl

06/11
Lcpl. Gordon K. Johnson

06/15
Pfc. Erich J. Kenningzweimiller

06/15
Lcpl. Michael E. Hetchler

06/16
Lcpl. Lacey L. Lindsay

06/20
Cwo2 Christophe M. Osmun

06/22
Sgt. Gerald L. Mcmillian

06/22
Ssgt. Shawn A. Kwasny

06/24
Lcpl. Darren A. Garcia

06/25
Sgt. Michael J. Koebel

06/29
Ssgt. Patrick J. Odell

06/30
Ssgt. Matthew K. Latten

06/30
Capt. Peter L. McArdle

Congratulations to Lieutenant Colonel Robert Charette for completing over 3,000 hours in the F/A-18 hornet!  

Eye on the Snakes

Come to the Squadron Picnic and smile!  Photos from the picnic will appear in the next issue.  

In the meantime, if you have other squadron photos that you would like to see in an upcoming newsletter, please email them to ccannon@san.rr.com.  Be sure to let us know the names of people appearing in the pictures.  Thanks!
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