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We are currently looking for additional Key Volunteers…If you are interested, please call Tracy  or Maj Kyler.


	CO’s Comments:

     Hello again Avengers and Families!  March was a fine month for both the Squadron (-) our deployed Marines.  As you know, we were chosen conduct another detachment due to our hard work rebuilding our readiness posture.  Although this means hard work in April and May to ensure full pilot and maintainer readiness, in the end we are able to assist the entire Marine Air Group, as well as ensuring continued professional security in the Pacific area of responsibility.  The Marines and families of this unit have done an outstanding job ensuring that safety and quality are our number one peacetime values.  I want to congratulate each one of you for the hard work and the attention you have paid to those values in the past three months.  Terrific job to our deployed detachment, I have seen and heard nothing but praise for their hard work and unselfishness.  STAY SAFE!  

SgtMaj’s Soapbox:

Marines and Families,

     Recently our squadron held an all-hands recall of personnel.  One of the things we accomplished during the recall was to update individual records of each Marine, i.e. address, phone numbers, location of dependants, etc.  This was one step toward improving our readiness for future deployments.  If your information has changed or will change please take the time to immediately contact the S-1 (Administrative Shop) and update your records.  Our next step is to set up appointments for each Marine to complete/update a Power of attorney or a Will.  Powers of Attorney are a very helpful document that, without one, a spouse would otherwise be powerless to act or take care of family issues while their Marines are deployed.  On 12 April at the family readiness brief we will have Lawyers on hand to take care of wills and 

31st MEU NEWS:

Family and Friends,

     March was another challenge filled month.  We started the month with the Det split into three groups.  One group was still in Iwakuni working on two aircraft that didn’t make the trip to Kadena due to the FMU related grounding.  Another group of about 15 Marines was on the small island of Ie Shima, just a few miles off the west coast of Okinawa in support of Field Carrier Landing Practice.  The remainder of the det was at Kadena, supporting the launch and recovery of aircraft to and from Ie Shima.

     A det the size and composition of ours was not designed to support flight operations from three separate locations.  The only reason we were so successful in operating in this fashion was because of the hard work, professionalism, and excellence exhibited by your Marines.

     During the second week of March, our attention turned to getting our Marines, gear, and aircraft from Kadena out to the USS Essex.  By mid-week, we had moved everyone and everything from Kadena to the ship.  Once aboard, we were welcomed by HMM-265 (Rein), the composite squadron that makes up the Air Combat Element of the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit.

     The ship steamed north from Okinawa towards the waters off the eastern South Korean coastline.  At one point on our voyage we came within 150 miles of Iwakuni.  We took advantage of the opportunity to fly our remaining aircraft aboard as well as send a CH-53E Super Stallion helicopter to Iwakuni to bring our remaining Marines out to the ship.  By mid-month we were once again a whole det in one place.

     Our time off the South Korean coast was spent operating as part of several concurrent exercises.  Some exercises were internal to the MEU and ARG, while others were much larger, involving forces 

	POA's, however, the whole purpose my SgtMaj's corner this week is to encourage everyone to get this done before the 12th of April by stopping in at the Joint Legal Assistance Office on base and taking care of this RIGHT NOW. 

Semper Fi,

SgtMaj Bemis

XO’s two cents:

   As most of you are aware, VMA-211 is prepared to deploy. This means we need to accelerate pilot training, maintenance qualifications, and more importantly…ensure all of you have what you need during your Marines deployment.

   My greatest concern during a deployment is how to get in touch with you while your spouse is deployed.  Too many times the numbers and addresses given to us are out of date or to the deployed Marine’s cell phone.  I urge each of you to ensure we have your current information in the event we need to contact you.

   Please feel free to call me at anytime if you have questions or concerns.  Also, please take the time to thumb through the newsletter, as it is full of information you just might need one day.  Take care and Semper Fidelis.

Maj Kyler

XO

from all U.S. services as well as South Korean forces.  The Harriers of VMA-211 Det A played a critical role during these training missions.  These missions were complete successes thanks to the outstanding effort put forth by every member of the det.

     When the work was all done, it was time to relax a little bit and take in some South Korean culture in Pohang.  Most of the det took advantage of the chance to get off the boat and enjoyed an experience they won’t soon forget.

     By the end of the month, we were back on the boat and headed south back toward Okinawa.  The last event left for this at-sea period was the Special Operations Capable evaluation for the MEU.  Fly days were long and idle time was nearly nonexistent.  Everyone’s hard work paid off.  The MEU successfully completed the evaluation and can now be referred to as the 31st MEU(SOC).

     After nearly a month of very hard work, Marines are now enjoying a break.  The Det has moved and is setting up shop.  We’ll be here for a little while before once again embarking.        We still have much to do before our return home, but I know the thoughts of that not-so-far-off day is a great source of motivation for everyone.  Until then, keep us in your thoughts and prayers as you are all in ours.

Semper Fidelis,

Major Jim Blackburn,

OIC, VMA-211 Det A





VMA-211 Website: http://www.3maw.usmc.mil/mag13/vma211
The website is a work in progress.  We are just starting to populate the photo album portion of the site.  If you have any photo’s of squadron functions please feel free to email them to 1stLt McKenney at mckenneymw@3mawyuma.usmc.mil
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31st MEU Det Strike Package


Marine Corps Family Team Building (MCFTB) Information

Basic KV Training

We are currently looking for more Key Volunteers at this time.  If you are interested, please call Tracy or Maj Kyler.  Below is the training schedule through May.

Apr. 20 & 27, 8-Noon

May 22, 8am – 5 pm

All classes are held at the Community Center Bldg. 1093.  Please call 269-6502 to register.

***** Drop-in Childcare at CDC  *****

There are 12 spaces available DAILY for drop-in childcare at the CDC.  You can call up to 2 weeks in advance for reservations.  Drop-in rates are $3.00 per hour, per child.  Call 269-2350 to make reservations.

PREP SEMINAR MARINE CORPS AIR STATION

On April 22, Thursday (7:30 am-4:00 pm) the MAG-13 and MCAS chaplains will offer a 1-day PREP (The Prevention and Relationship Enhancement Program) at the Community Center.  The mission of PREP is to provide tools necessary for married and engaged couples to communicate effectively and handle conflict constructively. The class will focus on Identifying Danger Signs, Creating Structure and Safety in Communication, the Speaker Listener Technique, Constructive Griping, How to Maintain Fun in Your Marriage, Financial Planning, Forgiveness, and Commitment. To sign up please call the MAG-13 Chaplains’ office at 269-3454.

New Parent Support

The New Parent Support Program is here to ease our Marine couple's transition to parenthood as well as provide tools to be successful parents. Participation in this program will eliminate difficulties often encountered by marine families who have not been exposed to all available resources. A few hours of preventative education coupled with access to in-home visitation by a professional empowers these families to function more independently, thus avoiding situations needing command involvement.
The New Parent Support Program will provide referral forms to each unit/squadron to facilitate enrollment of all pregnant service members or spouses, as well as families needing support for parenting children under the age of six. For more information call 269-2308

Lifelong Learning Center / Education Program

     We offer a wide range of educational opportunities to the military and civilian community in the Yuma area. We provide testing to Marines applying for commissioning programs and civilian testing. The education center has helpful resources and information on colleges and universities, as well as tuition assistance.  For assistance, please call 928-269-3159/3589 or email Rachel Outlaw at outlawrw@yuma.usmc.mil.

VMA-211 KEY VOLUNTEERS

Tracy



KV Coordinator

Deborah



KV Advisor

Evelyn
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Christal



Christy


 

Heather




Bree



Cynthia




Jen




Charmaigne


Laurie



Brandi


Christine


Anne


MCAS Yuma Youth Sports

Youth Summer Sports Camp
Fee $10.00

Basketball
Fee $35.00

Registration:  April 5-May 14



Registration:  April 5-May14

Camp Dates: June 7-July 2 (Basketball)


Coaches Meeting: July 31

July 5-July 30 (Soccer)




Game Dates: August 14, 21, 28

August 2-August 27 (All Sports)



September 11, 18, 25

Ages 4-5 M-W 9-9:55am



Termite: Ages 5-6

Ages 6-8 T-TH 9-9:55am



Minor: Ages 7-9

Ages 9-11 M-W 10-10:55am



Major: Ages 10-12

Ages 12-Up T-TH 10-10:55am



Senior: Ages 13-17
MCAS Youth Center

     The Youth Center provides a host of activities offered throughout the year for children ages 6 through 17 years of age. Youth participate in field trips, arts & crafts activities, sports clinics, hikes, teen dances, movies and much more.  A variety of leisure recreation programs and seasonal sports; including base leagues, summer day camps and school intercession programs, are available for most age groups.  For the latest on events taking place at the Youth Center, phone: 928-269-3659 or email Pat Carson at carsonp@usmc-mccs.org.

Injuries

For injuries that occur after hours, notify the Branch Medical Center’s Chief of the day

928 819 9717

If you are injured outside the Yuma area, contact 

1-800-242-6788

For Tricare health information line, dial

1-800-611-2883

Parent Support Programs

MCAS Yuma has numerous programs in place to support parents, both current and expectant.  Call (928) 269 2308 to register for any of the following classes.

Mom’s Basic Training and Daddy’s Baby Boot Camp

     Each consists of one 8-hour class designed for expecting parents. Though each class is offered free of charge, expecting parents must register for the class 2-3 months before the child’s due date. Call to register.

Stork Club and Toddler Club

      Both meet Wednesdays in Bldg 645 to provide parents and children a chance to interact in a fun, toy-filled environment. Though no enrollment is necessary, children must be current on immunizations and free from communicable). The Stork Club meets from 1030-1130 and is geared for infants until toddling. The Toddler Club meets from 1000 until 1130 and is geared for toddlers until about 3 years old. 

Home visitation

Home visits geared to educate and support new parents. Call (928) 269-2308 to register.
7th Annual
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OLD FASHION 

family Picnic

April 24, 2004

Ramada Field
10AM – 2PM

Activities & Games

Food, Drinks, Clowns, & Loads of FUN!

Music & Prize Drawings

For more info.

Call Gabby Special Events Coordinator

269-6556

Sponsorship of this event is appreciated, however, MCCS, The Marine Corps and DOD do not endorse any company, sponsor or their products or services.
* All Marines listed herein have agreed to have their name listed on the World Wide Web.

VMA-211 SQUADRON NEWS





     The Key Volunteer Network would like to welcome Laurie, Brandi, Christine, and Anne to the KVN family.  They completed their KVN training on 24 March, 2004.  Welcome aboard and thank you for your offer of time and support, especially prior to this upcoming deployment.





MARINE CORPS FAMILY TEAM BUILDING





L.I.N.K.S. Online


A new tool developed for those spouses (and family members) who don’t have access to attend a L.I.N.K.S. session on an installation and a great way to review for those who have already been through a session. This is an interactive program that goes over the materials taught in a L.I.N.K.S. session. We highly encourage everyone to attend a session but know that not everyone is able to attend. This is why L.I.N.K.S. Online was developed. Take some time to visit this site and if you have any feed back please contact the MCFTB Office with your comments.


* Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.marinenet.usmc.mil/" �www.marinenet.usmc.mil� <http://www.marinenet.usmc/mil





* Click MarineNet Logon





* Login to Access courses – must use ss# of active duty as long in and DOB for password





* Go To Course Catalogue


Click on Marine Corps Training Courses





* Click on L.I.N.K.S.





* Enroll in the course (after enrolling change to your name for certificate)





* Launch Course





* If you have any problems call 1-888-435-2762








MEDICAL INFORMATION








