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COMMENTARY
Strength at Home
By BEN STEIN 
August 18, 2004; Page A10

(This is a letter I wrote to the newsletter of an Army unit called The Strykers, stationed in Iraq out of Ft. Lewis, Wash. The editor asked me what would I say to make the wives feel appreciated while their husbands are in Iraq. This is what I wrote to one soldier's wife.)

"Dear Karen,

I have a great life. I have a wife I adore, a son who is a lazy teenager but I adore him, too.  We live in a house with two dogs and four cats.  We live in peace.  We can worship as we please.  We can say what we want.  We can walk the streets in safety.  We can vote.  We can work wherever we want and buy whatever we want.  When we sleep, we sleep in peace.  When we wake up,it is to the sounds of birds.  All of this, every bit of it, is thanks to your husband, his brave fellow soldiers, and to the wives who keep the home fires burning while the soldiers are away protecting my family and 140 million other families.  They protect Republicans and Democrats, Christians, Jews, Muslims and atheists.they protect white, black, yellow, brown and everyone in between.  They protect gays and straights, rich and poor.  And none of it could happen without the Army wives, Marine wives, Navy wives, Air Force wives-or husbands-who go to sleep tired and lonely, wake up tired and lonely, and go through the day with a smile on their faces.  They feed the kids, put up with the teenagers' surliness, the bills that never stop piling up, the desperate hours when the plumbing breaks and there is no husband to fix it, and the even more desperate hours after the kids have gone to bed, the dishes have been done, the bills have been paid, and the wives realize that they will be sleeping alone-again, for the 300th night in a row.  The wives keep up the fight even when they have to move every couple of years, even when their checks are late, even when they have to make a whole new set of friends every time they move.  And they keep up the fight to keep the family whole even when they feel a lump of dread every time they turn on the news, every time they switch on the computer, every time the phone rings and every time-worst of all-the doorbell rings.  Every one of those events-which might mean a baseball score or a weather forecast or a FedEx man to me and my wife-might mean the news that the man they love, the man they have married for better or worse, for richer and for poorer, in sickness and in health, is now parted from them forever.

These women will never be on the cover of People.  They will never be on the tabloid shows on TV about movie stars.  But they are the power and the strength that keep America going.  Without them, we are nothing at all.With them, we can do everything.  They are the glue that holds the nation together, stronger than politicians, stronger than talking heads, stronger than al Qaeda.  They deserve all the honor and love a nation can give.  They have my prayers, and my wife's, every morning and every night.

Love, and I do mean Love, Ben." 
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Commanding Officer 





 


Fellow Tomcats, the word is officially out.  The Tomcats will not deploy to Bagram, Afghanistan this October.  This news is disappointing for most of our Marines, but most likely welcomed by most of our families.  





Regardless, although this slightly eases the sense of urgency with respect to deployment preparation, we need to realize that VMA-311 remains at an unprecedented state of readiness that, in the event of a crisis, this could result in immediate tasking.  I currently know of no definite operational tasking in the near or distant future other than the 31st MEU requirement.  There is a great deal of speculation going on at various levels, but I promise that as soon as any definitive guidance is passed, you’ll be the first to know.


 


Please note that the Bagram deployment cancellation will not cancel the Port/Starboard Leave policy I discussed the August Newsletter.  I have however modified the dates as follows:


 


Port Leave:		1630 20 Aug to 0700 06 Sep


Starboard Leave:	1630 03 Sep to 0700 20 Sep


 


Also on the topic of days off, please remember that we will have special liberty from 04-07 September (Saturday through Tuesday).


 


Please also mark your calendars to note the VMA-311 Marine Corps Birthday Ball will take place on 05 November 2004 vice 18 September.  We still plan to have it at the Sonora Pueblo, at MCAS Yuma.  Additional information is published in this newsletter.


 


Stay safe and enjoy your time with your families. 


 


Semper Fidelis,


LtCol C.M. Woltman





Marine Attack Squadron 311      September 2004      MCAS Yuma	  





Tomcat News





Story Time at the Library


Mr. Raccoon is waiting at the library 


for all his friends, ages 3-6, to join


him for story time!!





Story and craft activity time is every Wednesday and Thursday from 


10:00-11:00am.  Please come to the library to sign up.  Space is limited


to 12 children per day and it is filling up fast!  If you have any questions,


Please contact Joanna Watts at the library at 269-2785.
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http://www.3maw.usmc.mil 





Tomcats,





This month I pulled out some “Force Protection” information from the Unit Deployment Guide that will be very useful in your daily routine.


Operational security is a must.  Avoid discussing operational information in public places; over the telephone or with members of the media.  


Personal security is important.  Be alert!  You cannot tell a book by its cover and you cannot tell a criminal by his/her appearance.  Increase your awareness to decrease the chance of being a victim.  Accept the fact that you are a potential victim, be aware of locations and situations where crimes are more likely to occur.


Take a close look at your home security.  Use bolt type locks on the outside doors.  If someone comes to your house, do not open the door unless you are positive of the person’s identity.  Talk through the locked door.  Criminals can be female as well as male.  Do not volunteer information to a telephone caller.  Criminals use this to find out if someone is alone.  Use an answering machine or Caller ID to monitor calls.  It can be a deterrent if the answering message is recorded in a man’s voice.  A dog in the house can help scare intruders.  Be especially alert when leaving and returning to your house.  Lock all doors and windows.  Leave a key with a trusted friend or neighbor, not under the doormat.  Use timers for your lights.  Be consistent whether you are at home or away.


Check inside your car to see if anyone is hiding even if the door is locked.  Park in well-lighted areas.  Lock the car as soon as you get in or out.  Keep the doors locked while driving.  Keep your car in good running order with at least ¼ tank of gas at all times.  If you are being followed, do not go home.  Go to a well-lighted public place where you can get help.


When you go out stay alert to where you are and who is around you.  Take someone with you.  Dress safely.  Keep hands free for emergencies.  Potential attackers may ask directions or strike up a conversation.  If followed by a car, turn and walk in the opposite direction.  If followed, go to a lighted residence or business.  Do not go to your car if you see people standing near it.  Remain clear of shrubbery and doorways when you walk.  When shopping and paying for merchandise, never expose large sums of money.


If you are faced with an attacker, keep yourself together.  Say you are underage, pregnant, or that you have some type of disease, say anything that will make you less desirable to the attacker.  Carry mace.  Carry a whistle.  The highest priority in an assault is to survive with the least amount of psychological and physical injury.


Good common sense, remaining calm and staying alert can do much to protect you and your family.  Your safety and that of your children is paramount in importance to your spouse and to the Marine Corps.  The Boy Scouts motto is to “Always Be Prepared”, the Marine Corps Martial Arts Program teaches, “One Mind, Any Weapon” and by increasing your personal security awareness your family will be ready too.


 


Semper Fi


-out-


"There is no hunting like the hunting of man and those who have hunted armed men long enough, and liked it, never hunt anything else thereafter."  -Ernest Hemingway-


 


SgtMaj West
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Sergeant Major











NEW JOINS


SSgt Chris and Wendy Klingensmith


PFC Alexander Ramos


PFC Jordan J. Janssen


PFC Jennifer L. Dehardi


 


AWARDS


GySgt Frank L. Valencia-Navy Commendation Medal


Cpl Louis Benavides-Good Conduct Medal


Cpl Andrew J. Callahan-Good Conduct Medal


Cpl Stephanie M. Dawson-Good Conduct Medal


Cpl John R. Lacey-Good Conduct Medal


Cpl Eric D. Packard-Good Conduct Medal


Cpl Joseph J. Stuart-Good Conduct Medal


LCpl Cole M. Hoskins-Good Conduct Medal


LCpl Kyle E. Law-Good Conduct Medal


LCpl Arthur A. Stuart-Good Conduct Medal


GySgt James W. Thomas-Certificate of Commendation


LCpl Michael A. Jenkins-Certificate of Commendation


 


PROMOTIONS


LCpl Daniel L. Bryant-Corporal


LCpl Justin M. Canter-Corporal


LCpl Brandon J. Gallagher-Corporal


LCpl John E. Griffin-Corporal


LCpl Christopher R. Kuhns-Corporal


LCpl Daniel R. Williams-Corporal


LCpl Marshall A. Douglas-Corporal


PFC Joseph C. Hunt-Lance Corporal





  





         





L.I.N.K.S
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    Key Volunteer Advisor






































Hello Everyone.


 


        I trust you’re all as relieved as I am over the recent change in deployment plans.  It still feels a bit surreal as I rethink our own family calendar of events for the next several months.  All those holiday activities without Dad that we had planned….


         But just as suddenly as life got easier, of course, we know life can get complicated again.  It’s all just part of the challenge and intrigue of our lifestyle….


         That said, kudos are in order for all of you for doing such a great job being there, always ready, for your families and Marines!!


         So, while we can take a breather from the hardcore family readiness events, our Key Volunteers will maintain currency and readiness in support of our squadron families.  And we will continue to maintain and activate the squadron call tree at the CO’s discretion.  Therefore, you should be receiving an introductory call from your Key Volunteer as we experience another significant update to our call tree.


         And, as I’ve mentioned before, if any of you doesn’t know who her Key Volunteer is, please contact Traci Rivera, our coordinator.  If you don’t know who your caller is you’re likely to miss out on important Command information as it is passed. 


         By the way, a huge “thank you” this month to all the Marines that came out to support our chili dog fundraiser!   Your donations totaled almost $200.  And special thanks, too, to the VMA-311 Marines who helped us set up, clean up and organize.   That was above and beyond!!! 


         Finally, please join me in thanking Maria Salisbury for her contribution as a Key Volunteer.  Maria will no longer be active in the program but has generously shared her time with the squadron for the last couple of years.  Thank you, Maria!


 


Until next month.


 


SEMPER GUMBY! (Always flexible)


 


Desi Woltman 





 





THE CITY OF YUMA RECREATION DIVISION HAS PUBLISHED ITS 2004 FALL YOUTH PROGRAMS SCHEDULE.  FOR MORE INFO CALL 373-5243 OR 373-5245








Hispanic Heritage


Celebration Main


Street 783-3061





DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE WEBSITES:


USMC:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.usmc.mil" ��http://www.usmc.mil�





HQMC (Headquarters Marine Corps):  � HYPERLINK "http://www.hqmc.usmc.mil" ��http://www.hqmc.usmc.mil�





MCCS (Marine Corps Community Service):  � HYPERLINK "http://www.usmc-mccs.org" ��http://www.usmc-mccs.org�





Includes Semper Fit, Marine Corps Family Team Building, Personal Services and Support, Exceptional Family Member Program, MC Exchange locations, etc.





MFRC:  (Military Family Resource Center):  � HYPERLINK "http://www.mfrc.calib.com" ��www.mfrc.calib.com�





Includes services for active duty service members, reservists and their families.  Here you will have access to quality of life policies, the latest research initiatives, publications, resource referrals and a wealth of information to support family programs.





Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS):  � HYPERLINK "http://www.dfas.mil/money/milpay/index.htm" ��http://www.dfas.mil/money/milpay/index.htm�





MyPay (DFAS website to access Leave and Earnings Statement Info):  � HYPERLINK "https://mypay.dfas.mil" ��https://mypay.dfas.mil�





NEWS/NETWORKING


 LIFElines (Navy site with links to news and quality of life resources for military families):  � HYPERLINK "http://www.lifelines4qol.org" ��www.lifelines4qol.org�





Military News:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.military.com" ��http://www.military.com�





Marine Corps Wives (Includes info on social life, rank insignias, military music, Space A Travel, Marine terminology, online PX shopping and links to other Marine Corps sites):  � HYPERLINK "http://www.marinewives.com" ��www.marinewives.com�





Military Network:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.military-network.com/MainSite.htm" ��http://www.military-network.com/MainSite.htm�





Marine Corps Aviation Association:  � HYPERLINK "http://flymcaa.org" ��http://flymcaa.org�





 FAMILIES


NFMA (National Military Family Assoc):  � HYPERLINK "http://www.nmfa.org" ��http://www.nmfa.org�





Department of Defense Schools:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.odedodea.edu" ��http://www.odedodea.edu�





Armed Services YMCA of the USA:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.asymca.org" ��http://www.asymca.org�





National Youth Development Information Center:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.nydic.orp" ��http://www.nydic.orp�





Military Children and Youth (This site is a resource for military childcare and includes child development centers at military installations worldwide.):  � HYPERLINK "http://military-childrenandyouth.calib.com/index.htm" ��http://military-childrenandyouth.calib.com/index.htm�





KidsHealth:  http://www.kidshealth.org





September    


New Parent Support  


Class Schedule


                    Daddy’s Baby Boot Camp           Sep 9                                                   8am-4pm


                    Mom’s Basic Training                Sep 23


                    Hospital Tour                           Sep 2 (First Thursday of the month)    3p.m.


(Meets at YRMC Labor and Delivery Annex) 





The New Parent Support Program also has home visitation services 


available to help with a variety of child care and developmental issues.


To take a class reservation or schedule a home visit call 269-2308.





VMA-311 Marine Corps Birthday Ball


Information




















�The Marine Corps Ball will be held on November 5th at the Sonoran Pueblo.  �Cocktails: 1730�Dinner & Ceremony: 1830


�Guest of Honor:  Mr. Tom Farmer, President of Pratt & Whitney Engines �


Ticket prices are:


 $30 for Officers and SNCO's 


$20 for Sgt's and below��Fundraising raffle for the ball is now in progress.





Tickets $1.00 each 


(Unlimited as to the # of tickets purchased and the # of prizes won)


�Prizes include 6 free tickets to the ball (Bought by the CO and XO) 


and 7 front row parking spaces for the week of Nov 1-5th 


(Spots include CO, XO,OPSO, AMO, DOSS, S-4 Officer and SgtMaj's)


Prizes are transferable to your fellow Tomcats


�POC for ticket sales are 1stLt Shipley(S-3) or


 any of the Operations Clerks or SSgt Withers in Quality Assurance 





L.I.N.K.S.





Training 


September 


28th 





MCAS Yuma


Community Center





Call 269-6502


For more info.





Free Childcare Available RSVP








Kiddie Corner


Finger Paints


Step 1 – Stir 4 Tbls. sugar and ½ cup                                


               cornstarch together add 2 cups cold 


               water and heat  over medium heat   


               until mixture is thick.  


(The mixture will continue to thicken while cooling)





Step 2 – Divide into 4 or more containers and add 


              food coloring as desired.





Training Dates


August 28th  


No class scheduled for September


Contact


MCAS Yuma 


Community Center


Call 269-6502





Navy Marine Corps Relief Society’s 


Budget for Baby 


Class Schedule


Sept 2, Sept 16 and Sept 19


 


Breastfeeding Class


August 31st              Bldg 645     4-6 p.m.


 


NONE SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER


 


For more information call 269-2373





9th Annual 


Yuma P.L.A.Y.


Day


Civic & Conv. Ctr





Labor Day











2004





9





YOUTH CENTER INFORMATION:  


Open Recreation


Mon – Fri 2-6 p.m. for school ages 10 – 18


Mon – Fri 2-6 p.m. for school ages 5 – 18 


Saturday 12 – 4 for ages 5 – 18


	


Preteen (7-9 pm)     Teen (7-10 pm) on alternating night 





Mom’s Basic


Training


8-3:30pm





Budget for


Baby 


NMCRS











Budget  for Baby


NMCRS




















Daddy’s Baby


Boot Camp





Budget for Baby


NMCRS


9-12pm





Hospital Tour





















































  























Sunday





Monday





Tuesday





Wednesday





Thursday





Friday





Saturday





Key Volunteer Training Info call Sheri @ 269-6502


L.I.N.K.S. Training Info 269-6503 





www.yuma.usmc-mccs.org/mcftbnews.htm
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