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 Knightly News
July, 2004
CO’s Message
Welcome again White Knights and families.  July found us continuing the integration of the squadron’s attachments into the daily routine.  After a couple of weeks of intensive maintenance the Cobras, Hueys and Hogs began executing their training plans along with the Phrogs.  The MWSS and MACG Marines were hard at work as well ensuring their gear was ready for deployment and continuing to train.  At the end of June, we sent a detachment to 29 Palms in support of the BLT Fire Support Exercise (FISCEX).  During this week, we obtained some valuable training.  Not all of our effort was focused on flying though as we held our inaugural Key Volunteer Meeting.  We had a super turn out from our very dedicated Key Volunteers and thank them again for their sacrifice and the key role they play in our combat readiness.  As June came to a close, the Squadron had done a superb job coming together and integrating into a cohesive unit poised for the challenges we’ll experience during the work-ups and deployment.  Finally, I hope everyone had time to enjoy their time off during the July 4th holiday.  Though there never seems to be enough holidays, this 4th of July was especially distinctive as many of our friends and colleagues are deployed in support of our nation.  In closing, I look forward to being part of the White Knight family as we charge forward.       

Awards


The following White Knight Marines were recognized for their achievements.  These Marines should be proud of their achievements and self-sacrifice…job well done!

Air Medal: 

Staff Sergeant Jason B. Livingston - Strike/Flight “5” 

Lance Corporal Jeremy R. Harris - Strike/Flight “2”

Hospital Corpsman 3 Michael A. Senteio - Strike/Flight “1”

Navy Achievement Medal:

Sergeant William J. Arnold

Good Conduct Medal: 

Staff Sergeant Michael J. Engel  4th Award 

Sergeant Victor R. Goodman Jr.      

Letter of Appreciation: 
Corporal Gregory T. Harding 

Corporal Jason R. Messer 

Iron Man Certificate of Physical Achievement

Lance Corporal Jose A. Barrera

Of special note, Staff Sergeant Davis was recognized by the Marine Corps Times as the “Marine of the Year”.  In recognition of this achievement, he traveled to Washington DC for the awards ceremony and was presented his award by Congressman Rob Bishop (Utah).  Senator John McCain (Arizona) spoke at the ceremony and congratulated him as well.  This was an exciting event for Staff Sergeant  Davis and illustrates the caliber of Marines in HMM-165(REIN).  Below is the citation…again job well done! 
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Marine Corps Times Marine of the Year:
Staff Sergeant Wade M. Davis
3rd Marine Air Wing Miramar, CA

Staff Sergeant Wade M. Davis takes care of his own, on the battlefield and in the barracks. Where others might think they’ve done enough for their troops, Staff Sgt. Davis always goes one step further, setting the example for all of us about what it means to claim the title “United States Marine.” Assigned as a combat crew chief to Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 165, Staff Sergeant Davis deployed for Operation Iraqi Freedom and flew more than 100 combat sorties including operations during the rescue of Army Pfc. Jessica Lynch. Displaying a high level of concern for his crews and the injured personnel he knew he would be called upon to rescue, he personally arranged for combat lifesaver training over and above requirements for the squadron's air crews. This extra effort ensured a higher level of first aid and medical care for the 122 wounded personnel that the squadron ultimately evacuated, and undoubtedly saved many lives. Immediately after his return from Iraq, Staff Sgt. Davis was hand-picked by Marine Aviation Weapons and Tactics Squadron 1 to be an augment instructor for the Weapons and Tactics Instructor Course at Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, Ariz., recognizing how his reputation for professionalism and tactical competence has spread throughout the aviation community. “He is well-known throughout the Marine Aircraft Group as the go-to guy with any questions that pertain to tactics for helicopter aircrews,” said one of his officers. He has flown with Marines into harm’s way to provide humanitarian relief in several different operations overseas, and demonstrates his caring for others back home as well. A fellow Marine says, “He is always there for his Marines and he always does what he can to help them out.” A native of Ogden, Utah, Staff Sergeant Davis currently lives in San Diego, California. Please join all of our readers as we salute Staff Sergeant Wade M. Davis as this year’s Marine Corps Times Marine of the Year.

The following Marines were promoted their present rank.  Promotions are a special event for Marines as it signifies the trust and confidence the Marine Corps has in their abilities and great potential in the future of our Corps. 
Promotions 
Gunnery Sergeant James C. Whitlock
Corporal Nathan A. Diclaudio

Staff Sergeant Charles B. Hatton

Corporal Troy C. Floyd

Sergeant David A. Navarre


Corporal Michael P. Morriss
Corporal Michael L. Allerite


Corporal Ryan D. Ogilvie

Corporal Ian R. Ballentyne


Corporal Clinton W. Watkins

Corporal Justin A. Bye

Upcoming Events   
We just finished the Rapid Response Planning Process (R2P2) course some rapid planning training at Coronado and over the next three weeks we will be flying extensively in support of 15th MEU and BLT 1/1 as we continue our work-ups for deployment.  The next big events are MEU Exercise (MEUEX), Raid week, TRAP week, and MEU Interoperability.  These events are flown out of Miramar and are the final training pieces before we begin TRUE and the at-sea periods.  We are truly in the heart of the work-ups now. 

The next five months leading up to deployment will be a very busy time around the squadron.  In addition to the exercises and course listed above, listed below are the proposed dates for the “Big” work-up events.  Please keep in mind these dates are based on the most recent information and can change as events dictate.   
1.  Training in an Urban Environment (TRUE):   TRUE is an intensive 3-week exercise focused on     operations in an urban environment.   This exercise allows us to train for operations in urban environments.

2.  At-Sea Periods:  There are 3 at-sea periods, each of which will hone the Marine Navy Team.  We will conduct a variety of training missions while embarked culminating in our certification as Special Operations Qualified.  For each of these periods we will embark aboard the ships we will deploy on and focus our training in the Southern California area.  

KVN Corner

Thanks to all the spouses who have graciously donated their time and energy to become a Key Volunteer. 

Your effort and dedication is essential for a successful deployment.  For those of you who are interested in becoming Key Volunteers, please e-mail your Family Readiness Officer at hmm165fro@3maw.usmc.mil.  Your Family Readiness Officer can also be reached at (858) 577-8029.  Family members are invited to be a part of the Key Volunteer Network as well.  We look forward to seeing you there!

L.I.N.K.S. (Lifestyle, Insights, Networking, Knowledge and Skills)
L.I.N.K.S. is a volunteer, team-mentoring program designed by spouses for spouses. The curriculum focuses on spouses new to the Marine Corps community, but any spouse is welcome to attend. The program offers an orientation to the Marine Corps lifestyle to help new spouses adapt to the unique challenges military life often presents.  To find out more call the Miramar Marine Corps Team Building Center at (858) 577-4810 or contact your Family Readiness Officer at (858) 577-8029 or hmm165fro@3maw.usmc.mil.

Website for Families and Children of Deployed Marines!

Staying on top of things during times of transition can be difficult.  Whether you’re dealing with a deployment or sending your daughter off to college, let MCCS One Source help you and your family handle life’s ups and downs. The articles listed on this web-site can help you tackle a wide range of issues, including:

· Motherhood and Career: Challenges and Choices

· Preparing for Deployment: The Home Side

· Adjusting to High School

· Finding Resources in a New Community

· Adjusting to Life After Divorce

· When an Adult Child Leaves Home

·  Are Life Changes Causing You Stress?

To read or download life articles, just go to www.mccsonesource.com and click on “This Month’s Feature,” or 

call MCCS One Source today.

From the United States: (800) 869-0278

From outside the United States (where available): (800) 869-02788

Or call collect: (484) 530-5908
En español, llame al (888) 732-9020

Online: www.mccsonesource.com
User ID: marines

Password: semper fi

MCCS One Source is brought to you by the U.S. Marine Corps, at no cost to you.  And best of all, it’s here for you—any time of day, wherever you are.  So get in touch with us today.  We have consultants who speak Spanish and offer simultaneous translation into more than 140 other languages.  TTY/TDD and accessibility Web site also available.

Informative Websites

 www.mccsmiramar.com
www.mccscamppendleton.com
www.marinewives.com
www.usmc.mil
http://www.miramar.usmc.mil/mag16/hmm163/hmm163.htm
http://www.usmc.mil/13thmeu/index.htm

http://www.tricare.osd.mil
www.redcross.org
*If you do not have access to a computer, the base library has them for use.  An ID card is needed to gain access. 
Contact your Family Readiness Officer, at (858) 577-8029 or hmm165fro@3maw.usmc.mil with any questions.








































