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Newsletter - September ‘04
Hello everyone.  We have made it through the first weeks, which are often the hardest.  Our Marines have also passed a milestone -- completing the turnover with 775.  They are now fully in charge and ready to carry out their mission.  Thanks to all of you who have cheered me up through your calls and e-mails.  I love checking my e-mail first thing in the morning and having an encouraging notes from a wife or parent.  It’s good to remember that we aren’t the only ones missing a loved one.  

Kate and I are still finding our way through all of this.  There are no rules and few guidelines for many of the decisions we are making.  I recently sent out an e-mail message concerning CNN’s reporting of an emergency landing by a helicopter -- no service branch or type of aircraft was mentioned.  When I found out it was an Army helicopter, I wanted to reassure anyone who might be worried, and sent the message.  PLEASE let me know if you would prefer not to receive such information in the future.  The only reason for sending it would be to make things easier for you by not making you wait as long for an explanation.  If you are avoiding the news, it may only worry you more to learn of these incidents.  It will absolutely not hurt my feelings to get a note asking that I not send these to you.  This isn’t a case where no one can get it if you don’t, so it isn’t a big deal.  Feedback, please!

For this newsletter we have a note from SgtMaj Zuerlein, and another from Lt Hardin, one of our rear detachment Marines.  He just returned from a few months in Iraq with 775, the unit we replaced.  He has a wealth of information about the base and has included pictures (some are included, some will be e-mailed separately to avoid making the file too big).  Thanks to Mrs. Adams who has offered to “pretty up” this newsletter.  By the time I finish, pretty is way beyond me, so I appreciate her time!  Thanks also to my sister, Mrs. Owens, for her editing skills.  Spell check is a lifesaver, but sometimes more than good spelling is called for…

Mrs. Burton and her crew have planned a family day at Del-Mar Beach for later this month.  I encourage all of you to attend.  It should be a lot of fun and a good chance to meet more of the Scarface spouses.  The details are later in the newsletter, along with contact information for Mrs. Burton.  If you are interested in helping with future family days or spouses’ outings, please contact her.  

I look forward to seeing you there!

Neta

From Lt. Hardin

As you all well know, HMLA 367 is currently deployed to Al Taqaddum, Iraq – or, TQ, as it is lovingly referred to by its tenants.  TQ is a small air base west of Baghdad, southwest of Fallujah, and east of Ramadi.  

As for living conditions, TQ is probably the best place for Marines to be in Iraq.  Although the temperature gets up over 100 degrees by 11:00 am, all troop tents have three air conditioning units and a refrigerator.  The tents all have plywood flooring so the dust is bearable inside the tent.  There are also four electrical outlets in each tent.  Tent City also has numerous “comfort trailers” throughout.  Comfort trailers have toilets, showers, sinks, and hot running water.  The chow hall is also located in Tent City as is the Exchange.  Surprisingly, the chow hall is actually pretty good – all things considered.  Also located in Tent City is an Internet café, a small library, an MWR tent, numerous telephone banks, a chapel, and two gyms. The reason that TQ is probably the best place to be is because everything is fairly close.   It is a very short walk of only five minutes to get from Tent City to the flightline or the ready room.  Compare this to Al Asad where is takes almost a half-hour to walk to the chow hall from the flightline.  So all in all, TQ could be a lot worse.

If anyone is looking for ideas about what to send to their Marine, here are some things that come in useful there:  power converters (220V to 110V), power strips, sunscreen, Wiley X goggle sunglasses, DVDs, CDs, magazines, books, Power bars, junk food (but chocolate melts easily), their favorite hot sauce, powdered drinks like Gatorade, Kool-Aid, or iced tea, small folding chairs, and as many letters as you can write.

Attached are just a few pictures of Al Taqaddum and the surrounding area.

                           Tent City                                         Scarface Maintenance Hangar
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The remaining pictures will be sent separately.  I’m afraid the file is getting too big!

From LtCol Lowe

We are just about settled in here at lovely Al Taqqaddam Iraq.  Our work schedules are set and we have just moved into our permanent billeting.  We were doubling up with HMLA 775 or living in overflow billeting. HMLA 775 has returned to the United States after their 6 months here.  They rate a well done and will get some well-deserved time off with their families. 

 

The workday for the maintenance Marines is noon to midnight for day crew and midnight to noon for night crew.  This allows the Devil Dogs to get to the PX when it is open, easily get to the chow hall and split the time in the hot sun.  The aircrew are pretty much day crew and night crew.  The aircrew will switch periodically during the deployment.  

 

We also have a detachment to a place called Korean Village.  I do not know why it is called Korean Village because there are not too many Koreans here.  It is located in a remote site in western Iraq.  Some of you may not hear from your loved ones for a time period if he/she is a part of this detachment.  E-mail connectivity has been good, but of course, it could go down.  The Marines seem to like it there.  It is a little less stressful than Al Taqqaddam (probably because I am at Al Taqqaddam!).

 

Morale is still high.  You can keep the morale high by continuing to send letters and packages to your Scarface Marine.  Everyone always loves receiving mail from the United States. Before you know it, we will be home!

 

LtCol Lowe

From SgtMaj Zuerlein

Greetings from Iraq,
 

The Squadron has settled in and is now trying to adjust to the heat and unusual working conditions.  Your Marines/Sailors continue to impress me with their positive attitude, motivation, and job performance.  We had the pleasure of promoting several Marines this month, but I will not mention their names so as not to spoil the surprise for loved ones at home, if they have not been notified yet.  I am happy to report that the food is exceptional here.  Those of you who sent your Marine/Sailor over on the Iraqi Weight Loss Program may be surprised to see that they have actually gained weight while here.

  The mail has been pouring in already, so keep those love letters coming.  It means a great deal to the men and women over here, and is probably the biggest morale booster, next to chow.  Be assured that we will do our best to ensure the safety and well being of your loved one. Thank you all for your continued support.

Money matters

There are some money saving steps that can be taken while your Marine is away.  First, consider removing him/her as an operator on the car insurance during the deployment.    Some companies also have a program to continue coverage on a car that isn’t being used, but needs to be driven now and then to keep it running well.  GEICO’s plan allows you to give them the mileage before deployment, then again at the end.  If the total miles driven are fewer than 25, they will refund the cost of insuring that vehicle.  Some credit cards and mortgage companies also lower interest rates for the duration of the deployment.

Internet access

Dependants can access the Internet to send e-mails free of charge from the Stuart Mesa community center.  If you know of other spouses who live on or near the base and don’t have Internet access at home, please pass this information.  It could be a valuable tool during the deployment.  For more information call the community center at 760-725-9717.  Some libraries also have this service.  If you have in-laws who don’t have Internet service, check their local library.

Free phone cards

          The link to Operation uplink takes you to the request page for the VFW’s program which provides free phone cards to deployed service members.  The card can be requested by the Marine or by a friend or family member, but only one request per Marine will be honored every 60 days.  There is also a link on that page for donations to this program.   (https://www.operationuplink.org/request.cfm)

Air travel

One of our wives sent me some information from Southwest airlines. If you will be traveling during the deployment, check out their fares.  Southwest is offering military rates that are lower than their lowest Internet rates and dependents can take advantage of the offer even when they are not flying with the sponsor.

For details call 1-800-IFLYSWA (1-800-435-9792).  

Dictaphone

The Dictaphone has been updated.  Check that out.  It is also interesting to listen to the messages recorded by commanders up the chain - General Stalder, the 3rd Marine Air Wing commander, who is in Iraq, and Colonel Close, Marine Air Group 16 commander, who is also in Iraq, each have a message on the Dictaphone.  Although Scarface is officially part of MAG 39, those headquarters remain at Camp Pendleton.  We will be attached to MAG 16 throughout this deployment.  

Dictaphone -- 877-616-8762

Then for Scarface- press #2, then #7, then #6

For General Stalder press #1

For Colonel Close- press #2, then #6, then #1

Free shipping materials

Free packing boxes (priority/express mail) and supplies are available through the post office for shipping to Iraq.  I haven’t passed that information because the boxes come in cases of 25… If you have a group that is sending boxes to Iraq, drop me a note and I will forward the information.  We have ordered a few sets of boxes and will have them available at family day or for pick up at the MAG 39 S-5 office, where Lt. Hardin and Gunny McLeod are located.

Article

The USMC Website has an article about the turnover in Iraq.  There is a quote from one of our Marines.  Check it out!  http://www.usmc.mil/marinelink/mcn2000.nsf/main5/949DC7DB81660BD385256F050020569B?opendocument
Misc information

Newsletter info- Neta at- blowe@scal.net
Scarface website- http://www.3maw.usmc.mil/mag39/hmla367/default.asp 

A children’s website- http://deploymentlink.osd.mil/kidslink/grade_select.htm
To purchase phone cards- https://thor.milexch.com/scs/default.aspx
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