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Issue 2           LTCOL D. J. GILLAN, COMMANDING OFFICER                           Sep 2004

Greetings from the CO

     Marines, Sailors, and Families of MALS-11,

     Talk about a lot going on - we’ve sent our VMFA-242 and C-130 Marines forward to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) 2 Semester 2.  We’ve continued to train our 9916 security Marines for possible deployment as well.  In addition to all of this, we continue to support operations within MAG-11.  Our Carrier Integration squadrons are currently preparing for deployment, as is our Unit Deployment Program (UDP) squadron.  We’re also looking forward to the return of both our OIF Marines as well as our UDP Marines.  

     The Global War on Terrorism (GWOT), Homeland Defense, and our continuous training for any other mission we are assigned are ever-present on our minds.  We continue to focus on the necessary training, teaching and learning that allows us to expertly and professionally support the operational efforts of MAG-11.  The Marines and sailors of MALS-11 continue to be ready.

     A lot has gone on here in the last month in terms of our squadron Family Readiness Program.  Change seems to be the bumper sticker for September.  The summer is drawing to a close and many of our kids are starting back to school.  Well our Family Readiness team is changing too.  I regret to say that we will be bidding farewell to our Assistant Family Readiness Officer – GySgt Joe Seldon, and our Key Volunteer Coordinator – Ms. Kim Ward.  Due to operational requirements, GySgt Seldon’s talents are required back in the Maintenance Department.  Ms. Ward will be moving in September.  We’ll have an opportunity to formally say farewell at our Key Volunteer meeting on 8 September.  Change also brings opportunity!

     Besides a farewell, there is opportunity in welcoming new members.  I’m honored to welcome SSgt Robert Perales as our new Assistant Family Readiness Officer.  SSgt Perales brings with him a great attitude and willingness to positively contribute to the overall welfare of our MALS-11 families.  I’m equally honored to welcome Mrs. Margaret Williams as our new Key Volunteer Coordinator.  Margaret brings a plethora of experience to our Family Readiness Program - as a Retired Marine, a Marine’s spouse, former Key Volunteer, and former Key Volunteer Coordinator, she is an ideal compliment to our team.  I look forward to working with SSgt Perales and Margaret as we embark on an exciting new future.  It is no surprise that our collective focus for MALS-11 is mission accomplishment.  In order to do this successfully I recognize the importance of caring for not just our Marines and sailors, but their families as well.  As you all know, various organizations and cultures typically have titled days and years with a certain moniker, i.e., Year of the Child, etc.  Well in terms of MALS-11, I look at this upcoming year as the Year of the MALS-11 Family – all MALS-11 families!

     I wish you all a safe and enjoyable Labor Day holiday.

  

Semper Fi!

D. J. GILLAN

LTCOL USMC

CO MALS-11

Oldest Squadron in the Corps
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Greetings from the Chaplains Office!

    Two months ago, I mentioned that I had become very cautious about providing personal information, such as my social security number.  A couple of people asked about my experiences since I did not elaborate in that newsletter, so I will share it briefly with you this month.  My main point is Identity Theft happens, so protect your personal information as much as you can.  

   When I made my PCS move from Diego Garcia to Miramar last February, I had various problems with my household goods shipment.  When I arrived here, our JRC personnel told me that there was no record of my shipment.  Using my paperwork, they began to track the shipment.  After a few days, it was located at an Air Force base north of here.  We made arrangements to have it delivered to San Diego and then to me.  When I received the shipment, not everything was there.  There were boxes missing, and about half of the boxes that did arrive had been opened and items were missing from the opened boxes.  Among the missing items were my personal files for the year that I was overseas, including my bank records, credit card receipts, social security number, etc.  

     Since that time, I have had fraudulent charges to my credit cards, and ended up getting new credit cards.  I had one credit card account established in my name but without my knowledge, until I got my credit report.  It has been cancelled.  Since then, I do what I can to protect myself.  I am hoping that I am catching all of the problems as they happen, but I can never really be sure.  So far, there are only minor problems for me, but the lesson for all is protect your personal information.

    A second lesson that I draw from this is the reminder that Identity Theft is not a problem for God.  He knows me just as I am.  For me, as a Christian, that is what makes the news of Jesus so meaningful to me.  I have a personal God, who loves me and knows me, and will never be confused about who I am.
Blessings to each of you.

Chaplain
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A Message from the MALS-11

Family Readiness Officer

     September is finally here. During this month, many of your loved ones will be returning from various deployments. There are several Reunite, Readjust & Rediscover Sessions scheduled in September. 

     These workshops are being presented by the Marine and Family Services Director for any and all spouses of Marines and Sailors who are deployed and will soon to return home to MCAS Miramar.  Ideally it will be best if all families of each unit/squadron can attend at the same session since the sessions will be tailored to address the specific issues surrounding the type and location of the deployment situation the Marine/Sailor and family has gone through.  For those units/squadrons who want to request a brief be done exclusively for their unit/squadron please contact the Marine and Family Services Director at (858) 577-6931 to arrange this. You can also contact your Key Volunteer or SSgt Perales for more information.
Schedule:

Tuesday, September 14th from 9 am to noon -- Childcare is not available, however spouses can make their own childcare arrangements and this expense can be reimbursed.

Thursday, September 16th from 6:30 pm to 9 pm -- Childcare will be provided at the Youth Center.

Saturday, September 18th from 9 am to noon  -- Childcare will be provided at the Youth Center.

Tuesday, September 21st from 9 am to noon -- Childcare is not available, however spouses can make their own childcare arrangements and this expense can be reimbursed.

Thursday, September 23rd from 6:30 pm to 9 pm -- Childcare will be provided at the Youth Center.

Saturday, September 25th from 9 am to noon  -- Childcare will be provided at the Youth Center.

All spouses who utilize childcare at the Youth Center will need to have a copy of their children's shot records with them when they check their children in for childcare. 
Family Readiness Officer
[image: image2.wmf]
CURRENT MALS-11 DEPLOYMENTS
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VMFA 225 DET NEWS

    Family and Friends of VMFA-225 MALSDET,

     Well, we are drawing near the end of our tour here in Iwakuni, Japan.  As we get ready to punch out of here 

and return home to our loved ones, we will reflect on our experiences during out time here.  I'm sure after serving our

time here, we will return home with a greater appreciation for the things we typically take for granted.  Family being

just one of the many things we will appreciate more after having been away from ours for so long.  Our time here has

been filled with multiple deployments for some, as well as, some of the cultural experiences of traveling throughout the area.  Some of us have made friends that we won't quickly forget, both fellow Marines and Japanese Nationals.

       Please keep us in your thoughts and prayers as we prepare to pack up and head back home to the United 

States.  I would like to express my gratitude to all the Marines and their families for a successful deployment.

     During our time here, noone has been seriously injured, nor have we had any major disciplinary problems.  This is 

due in no small part to your Marines setting a high standard for themselves and those around them.  We have successfully helped to enhance the combat capability of Marine Aircraft Group 12.  I thank each and every one of you for supporting your Marines and helping to keep their motivation up.  Take care and we all look forward to seeing

you soon!

Semper Fi,







MALSDET SNCOIC




                   9916 DET

    This month in Al Asad,

     Things are starting to get busy around here.  The Marines are preparing for there return home.  Whether its gear inspections, mailing box's of stuff home, or cleaning there rooms to get ready for the next person who moves in.  But there is still time for some outstanding training.

This month we have sent a few Marines to get qualified on the 240 golf.  And we have a few more ranges coming up to shoot other heavy machine guns.

     Today seamed to be a good day.  The Marines from 242 and MALS showed up today.  A lot of the marines spent time with them, told them about the base, and showed them around.  I think it was just nice to see some friendly

face's for a change.  Other than that the Marines of MALS-11 will be rotating to the morning shift and the afternoon shifts.  But it will only be for a week or so.  Well until we fly home. We will see you when we get

there.
                            Det SNCOIC


VMFA-242 DET NEWS
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  Greeting from Al-Asad, Iraq. The marines from MALS-11 have finally landed, and we hit the ground running.  We are all in the process of getting acclimatized to the weather and busy getting our equipment organized, complexed, up and running to support VMFA-242 in combat missions over Iraq.

     We would all like to take this time and say thank you to every Marine that was involved in getting us ready and making it possible for us to get over here and perform our duties.  We look forward to hearing from our friends

and families.

Semper Fi,

MALSDET SNCOIC
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TRAINING AVAILABLE TO ALL SPOUSES
LINKS


Call 858-577-4810 to Register

Sep 11                               Sat, all day session (8 am-3 pm)

Oct 5, 6, 7                         3 evening sessions  (6-9 pm)

Nov 6                                Sat, all day session (8 am-3 pm)

Location is Links house Bldg # 2273
KV TRAINING

Call 858-577-1322 to Register

Sep 14, 15, 16                 3 evening sessions (6-9pm)

Oct 19, 20, 21                 3 evening sessions (6-9pm)

Nov 16, 17, 18                3 evening sessions (6-9pm)

Or

Sep 25                              Sat, all day session (8am-3pm)

Oct 16                              Sat, all day session (8am-3pm)

Nov 6                               Sat, all day session (8am-3pm)

Location is Links house Bldg # 2273

Budget for Baby Classes
Call 858-577-1807 to Register

 Sep 21, Oct 19, Nov 16                    (Mornings 9-11:30)

 Sep 28, Oct 26, Nov 23                    (Afternoons 1-3:30)

Location is Links house Bldg # 2273
PREP


Call 858-577-4443 to Register

Sep 8, 9                                                  (7:30am-4pm)

Oct 7, 8                                                  (7:30am-4pm)

Nov 4, 5                                                 (7:30am-4pm)    

Call the number listed to register and get date of training

Location is Links house Bldg # 2273
Baby Boot Camp

Call 858-577-9812 to Register
For Expectant And New Parents (must reserve a spot)

Next available dates is Sep 20, Oct 18        (9am-4pm)

Location is MCCS Miramar Bldg # 2274

Playmornings             Call 858-577-9812 to Register
Sep 21, Oct 19  Tuesdays                  (10am-11: 30am)

Call for weekly location

Mom’s Basic Training Call 858-577-9935 to Register
This is designed for active duty service members

Next available dates are Sep 2, 9, 16        (11am-2pm)

Location is MCCS Miramar Bldg # 2274
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MIRAMAR YOUTH CENTER

     The Miramar youth center now offers evening care at $5 a child for deployed Marines’ children every Friday from 6:15 pm to 10:00 pm.  Reservations must be made two days prior.

     For more info call the Miramar youth center at 577-4136.
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IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

MALS-11 HEADQUARTERS;

Family Readiness Officer
                            577-7604

Asst. Family Readiness 
         
              577-4779

Squadron Duty Officer
(After hours)
577-4467

Unit Voting Assistance Officer 

577-6411

MCAS Miramar;

Base information/operator

858-577-1011

Chaplains Office


858-577-6151

Counseling Center

858-577-6585

Others;

Defense Finance & Accounting Service (DFAS)

1-800-449-3327

TRICARE Beneficiary Service Offices 1-800-242-6788

American Red Cross 1-800-951-5600 or 619-542-7400

INFORMATION HOTLINE
     Find out the latest and greatest on returning flights and what is happening with our MALS-11 Marines deployed overseas or upcoming events here at home.  First, you need to call the MCAS Miramar Dictaphone at (877) 616-8762. 
MCCS ONE SOURCE – 24HR HELP LINE

     MCCS One source is a resource, which has been developed to provide information and assistance for Marines and their families.  It is available when offices are closed for the night or weekend.  You can get information on parenting, childcare, education, financial counseling, legal matters, elder care, health and wellness, crisis support, relocation and much more.  

Dial 1-800-433-6868 toll free
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IMPORTANT WEBSITES

Headquarters United States Marine Corps Official Web site:

 www.usmc.mil; lists many articles about Marines deployed on the frontlines. And many inter-service web links are found here. Information about Care Packages and Troop support can be found here too.

Marine Corps Air Station Miramar Web Site:

www.miramar.usmc.mil; lists all of the Air Stations resident commands and the weekly Miramar Flight Jacket Newspaper is also found here.

Third Marine Aircraft Wing Web Site:

Www.3maw.usmc.mil; from this site you can access Command Biographies, the Family Readiness Newsletter, the Key Volunteer Network, the squadron photo album, and other interesting pages dealing with MALS-11.

Marine Corps Community Services Web Site:

www.mccsmiramar.com; lists all of the special events happening aboard MCAS Miramar Air Station.  Current Miramar Movie Schedule is also found here.

Federal Voting Assistance Program Web Site:

www.fvap.gov; This web site has information regarding 

absentee voting for U.S. citizens who are members of the Uniformed Services and their family members.  

Operation Military Pride Web Site:

www.operationmilitarypride.org; Is a web site dedicated to assisting families of deployed service members.  Please explore this site to see what they offer.

MCCS One Source Web Site:

www.mccsonesource.com; Is a new site to provide information and assistance for Marines and their families when Military Offices are closed for the night or weekend. To use the website, type marines as the user name and then type semper fi as the password.

San Diego USO Web Site: 

www.usosandiego.org; This website has tons of things going on for the military family in San Diego. You should check it out and see what you have been missing!

Pet foster care Web Site:
www.netpets.org; This website has information regarding foster care for pets military personnel have to leave behind while being deployed.
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INTERNET ACCESS

      Need Internet access to e-mail a deployed family member?  The L.I.N.K.S. house has computers for your use.  (Located across from the Jet Mart in the same building as the KVN training)  Available 9 am-4 pm Monday – Friday.
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MALS-11 BABY MEMENTO
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    Let us congratulate you when your new baby is born!  Have you recently added a newborn to your family?  The Key Volunteers would like to recognize and congratulate you with a MALS-11 Birth certificate and a small memento.  If you're interested in receiving this gift, you need to notify Family Readiness at 577-4779.
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FOOD LOCKER

     Did you know that the Food Locker Bldg #6316 has free food to give away?  They have many programs available to you and your family.  Call them at 858-577-6550 to see what is available to you.  Also, anyone who has extra food or is willing to help others in need may call to arrange food drops or to volunteer with stocking the shelves.

WIC

Do you have a newborn baby in the house?  Do you have other children under 5 years old?  Are you interested in getting help buying formula, food, cereals, milk, and dairy products?  Then you need to call 800-500-6411 to see if you qualify and make an appointment to see a counselor.  The WIC office has moved to the Chaplains Building #5632.  It is no longer in the LINKS house.  The WIC appointments are on each Monday from 9am-3pm.  This is a great way to get free help with food for your babies.
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THE MCAS MIRAMAR AIRSHOW IS COMING OCT 15, 16 AND 17TH, 2004.
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!!!WANTED!!!

     Do you have what it takes to be a Key Volunteer for the finest squadron in the Marine Corps?  Being a Key Volunteer is a rewarding opportunity for you to learn more about the Navy and Marine Corps, and to assist the families of Marines and Sailors attached to our Unit.  Please call your Key Volunteer or Key Volunteer Coordinator for more information.

[image: image15.wmf]

[image: image16.wmf]
A FINAL NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

     Dear MALS-11 Families and Friends:  If you have any ideas for our upcoming newsletters please let me know and I will do my best to include them, space and content permitting.

Family Readiness 858-577-4779
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Happy Birthday &

Happy Anniversary

To all who are

Celebrating in 

September 2004!!!
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