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To the Dedicated Key Volunteers of MAG-16:

Please accept my sincere apologies for not writing sooner to thank you for your magnificent contributions to the families of MAG-16.  Certainly it has not been because of a lack of thought on my part, nor has it been because Jackie has ignored this critical requirement.  Trust me on this:  She has reminded plenty me of times of my duty to send along a note of some sort.  In that regard, I’m no different than most husbands – we don’t always listen!

I cannot begin to express my gratitude to each and every Key Volunteer.  Your tasks are many and often times overwhelming.  Given the conditions of this deployment, I suspect most of you are working overtime this time around.  And I also suspect all those hours come at a cost of time normally spent with your families and friends.  For those sacrifices, I am eternally grateful.  Your work at home with the families is vital to our success as we try to bring peace and stability to Iraq.  The conditions have been tough and your ability to reassure the loved ones of the deployed Marines and Sailors goes a long way toward ensuring the health of their families. Additionally, your efforts help those out here remain focused on the tasks at hand and lead to safe mission accomplishment.

I hope you found the change from the guidance and mentorship Pat Knoll provided to that which Jackie brings, to be a smooth, easy and seamless transition.  Pat is a wonderful person who selflessly gave of her time and efforts.  She is a terrific lady and I for one appreciate the program she implemented.  Changes are always difficult, but they are a way of life in this business and it is my desire to mitigate those irritants that come with new people moving into your neighborhood.  Jackie is anxious to work with each and every key volunteer.  She is not a stranger to the KVN as she has served in some capacity off and on since the program’s inception in 1983 when we were stationed in New River with HMM-263.  She probably doesn’t want me to date her…  Despite her experience, please know that she is more than willing to entertain new ideas and only desires to make things better for the families of all Marines and Sailors of MAG-16, whether deployed or waiting to deploy. It seems to always be one or the other…

I am eager to speak with all of you in person, selfishly since it will mean a trip home, but more importantly because you deserve the opportunity to ask me the hard questions in person.  Rest assured I am doing my best to ensure the safety and well being of your husbands.  In the meantime, thank you again for your dedicated service to the families, Marines and Sailors of MAG-16.  You are all special people and I am extremely indebted to you.  Please send my best regards to your families and may God bless you during these hectic times!







Very sincerely,

     Colonel Guy M. Close  

Executive Officer’s Comments…

  Although summer vacation has arrived for the kids, MAG-16 (REAR) is still

hard at work providing support for our forward deployed Marines and their

families, as well as for those Marines and families in the rear.  Our

continued involvement in Operation Iraqi Freedom presents us with a

challenging and demanding deployment schedule and pace.  The families and

Marines of MAG-16 have risen to the occasion with flying colors.  We are

proud of the sustained good spirits and esprit de corps demonstrated by

those left behind in the face of adversity.

We are grateful to welcome home the first contingent of MAG-16 Marines beginning in mid-August.  At the same time, we will bid farewell to the second wave of Marines departing to assume the workload of those homeward-bound devil-dogs.  In support of both these efforts, a pre-deployment brief and a reunion brief will be held for the respective families.  Details are outlined below.  I also encourage all families of MAG-16 to plan to attend

the family day, held Sunday, July 18th.  Doing so will provide you an opportunity to relax, enjoy a good meal, and share some time with families

who understand the demands of our current lifestyle.  In the meantime, enjoy these lazy days of summer!

MAG-16(Rear) continues to stand ready to provide support to our deployed

Marines' families through the KVN and direct support.  Here are just a few of the  activities and events coming: 

MAG-16 Family Pool Party

Come one, come all to the MAG-16 Family Pool Party on Sunday, July 18th, at the Miramar Station  pool, located across from the Main Exchange. Children's

Wading pool, a slide and a whole bunch of good food awaits you and your kids. Lifeguards will be on duty to provide added supervision. Please RSVP to GYSGT Mercadel, 858-577-6502 to assist with meal planning. Don't forget the sunscreen and plan on a good time!

Reunion Brief

A reunion brief will be held on July 16th @ 1830 here at the Miramar Officer's Club to assist families as they prepare to welcome their Marine home from the first deployment cycle. Important information for families, parents, and children will be provided. You are encouraged to attend to find the answers to your questions. Chaplain

Logan will lead the discussion.

Pre deployment Brief

A pre-deployment brief will be held on July 26th @ 1800 for all families

preparing to bid farewell to their Marines on the second deployment cycle in August.

Held in the MAG-16 Auditorium, families will be able to update important contact information, learn about the living conditions in Iraq, and receive mail and contact instructions.
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     A WORD FROM THE CHAPLAIN

MAG –16 Volunteers Demonstrate Service Above Self at 

The 45th Annual Wheel Chair Regatta.

Approximately 103 Marines and Sailors and family members from Marine Aircraft Group 16 graciously donated their off duty time to the 45th ANNUAL WHEEL CHAIR REGATTA at the Silver Gate Yacht Club, Shelter Island on 6 June 2004.  Lieutenant Colonel Mosher, Commanding Officer of HMM 163 and Chaplain John Logan of MAG 16 were the catalyst in coordinating all aspects of the able-bodied volunteers for this Community Relations Project.  

 The volunteer’s primary responsibilities consisted of lifting the physically challenged guests on and off private yachts. The Marines and sailors of MAG16 made a positive impact on the on-lookers and other participants. The special needs passengers were greatly appreciative of this once a year experience and voluntary assistance provided by our Marines, Sailors and family members. 

The Wheel Chair Regatta is sponsored each year by the Silver Gate Yacht Club, in which an estimated 600 physically challenged individuals are embarked and disembarked from various types of vessels.  The captains of these boats donate their time and resources in order that the individuals with special needs can go out to sea for an hour or two and enjoy themselves.  Many of our Devil Dogs who assisted these individuals felt the rush of satisfaction of having done a day’s good deed. After the event our volunteers were treated to an afternoon harbor cruise from Harbor Excursions with complementary refreshments.  Without the assistance of our Marines, Sailors and family members, this event would not have been able to entertain the estimated 600 physically challenged guests for their harbor tour of San Diego bay.

Life By The Golden Rule

By: Chaplain John R. Logan


What would life be like if we all lived according to the Golden Rule. The Golden Rule is defined as the principle that people should treat others, as they would like to be treated themselves. The rule is called golden to indicate that it is the finest or highest rule of life.
 The Golden Rule has been seen as the ethic of reciprocity.  It can be found in most of the sacred texts of nearly every religion. It is often regarded as the most concise and general principle of ethics.


Consider the following passages from some of the world’s greatest religions:

Christianity

All things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.
The Gospel of Matthew Matt 7:12, Luke 6:31, 

Judaism

What is hateful to you; do not to your fellow men. That is the entire Law; all the rest is commentary.
The Talmud
Islam

No one of you is a believer until he desires for his brother that which he desires for himself.
Hadith
Buddhism

Hurt not others with that which pains yourself.
Udana-Varga
Hinduism

This is the sum of duty: do naught to others which if done to thee would cause thee pain.
The Mahabharata

Confucianism

Try your best to treat others as you would wish to be treated yourself, and you will find that this is the shortest way to benevolence. 
 Mencius VII.A.4 
Life would be a lot easier if we all lived our lives according to this mandate. Some would feel however, that such a rule that is in place is a waste of time, because everyone is all out for himself or herself.   There may be some degree of truth to that mindset, however why wait for someone to initiate a kind act before you reciprocate.  The Golden Rule should begin with you. Don’t wait for the other person to live by the rule. You live it first. 

John Bigelow of John Carroll University, who did an essay on the Golden Rule, says it best when he wrote, “To apply the golden rule adequately, we need knowledge and imagination. We need to know what effect our actions have on the lives of others. And we need to be able to imagine ourselves, vividly and accurately, in the other person's place on the receiving end of the action. With knowledge, imagination, and the golden rule, we can progress far in our moral thinking.”(End of quote)

Making the golden rule a part of our lives can make a world of a difference with regards to our present life circumstances. 

John R. Logan

LT, CHC, USNR

� World Book Encyclopedia, Golden Rule, World Book Inc. Chicago, pp.256
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