15 Mar 03

Greetings to Loved Ones of the Sweathogs!

I must start by thanking you all for your support as we start our deployment.  Our Key Volunteer Network is awesome, our families and loved ones are terrific.  It is hard to believe almost a month has passed since we deployed.  Mail and packages are pouring in everyday so all systems are go.  Below I have a unclassified chronology of our adventures thus far along with some other information I hope will help you understand our current situation.  


After leaving Beautiful Beaufort (there is NO place like home), we all flew to Kuwait by way of Germany.  For most of us it was quite a shock to see the snow on the ground in Germany the few short hours we were there.  From Germany we continued our trip and landed in Kuwait.  When we landed they had an awesome system for receiving all the folks coming in.  We got off the plane then boarded a bus to the reception center.   They were very efficient in getting us processed through.  We then got a temporary billeting area to crash for a few hours.  Most of us wandered around a bit, nervous energy kept us from sleeping.  The reception center had a chow hall run by contractors that rivals any food court at the mall.  Taco stands, pizza stands, burgers, dogs etc… not what we expected.  After several hours we boarded busses and started a 2-hour ride that took 4 hours.  It was like riding a bucking bronco for 4 hours.  After getting settled in we started preparing for the work ahead.  We spent several weeks there assembling our equipment as it arrived to the port and then was brought to us in the staging areas.  

Eventually, we began our movement to Al Asad Airbase in Western Iraq.  There was a big article about the arrival of the Marines in the Stars and Strips Newspaper so I can tell you our specific location <grin>.  I invite you to look it up at www.globalsecurity.org.  Follow the menu’s to Iraq, airbases, and then select Al Asad.  You can also just type in Al Asad at google.com and find information.  The movement north went very well and we all arrived safely.  There were some adventures along the way, but those will be told another time.  

The next weeks at Al Asad were spent helping other units with the arrival of their people and gear…and then matching them up.  Our services were in demand even before we got settled, with each arrival of personnel and equipment the demand for Sweathogs to spring into action was there.   Specifically, we move everything, fix everything, wire everything and fuel everything (we do it all!)  If it seems like I am bragging on your Marines and Sailors…I am.  

After several weeks we were ready for a new challenge and launched some of our folks to a forward arming and refueling point not far from here.   The location is Al Qaim (do a google search).  They have been there for over a week now and are doing the same magnificent work there that we continue at Al Asad.    

Al Asad is quite the place.  Yes, we are in the middle of the desert, but there is an established facility, much like any other overseas base.   We have a nice chow hall in our area that we will make better.  We have free Internet access, which has recently become more available with the departure of the Army.   The 3-hour waits are down to a more tolerable 30-60 minutes.  Our phones use computer technology called Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP) and are provided by Segovia (love this company!).  It is awesome as most of you have heard and you can’t beat the price of less than 5 cents a minute. 

Our living quarters, showers and heads (bathrooms) are small trailers.  They are connected in different configurations with 2 to 4 personnel in each one.  They have heaters and a/c, overhead lights etc.  There are two single beds in each trailer.  Nothing fancy, but far better than anything we expected (living in a tent).  


The next months will be exciting as we do exactly what we joined the Corps and Navy to do.  The Army was most gracious in receiving us here and we were happy to help them get through the turnover period and begin their journey home to family and friends after being here for a year.  

Many of you saw photos on the website of an Iraqi cookout (the fish photos).  The locals had a going away party for the Army and the fish you saw was carp caught in the local river.  The fish was one course, joined by lamb and some identified stuff on a shish-ka-bob.  Our doc’s looked the other way and none of us got sick.  Actually, it was all delicious and a great introduction to the local Iraqis who work on the air base.  

The Air Base here is actually fairly sophisticated.  There is a PX, barber shop and some small local shops/vendors they let onboard to sell things at the soccer stadium.   One of the biggest problems is transportation.  No one has cars here so it is tough getting around.  We are all getting plenty of exercise walking everywhere.  

Don’t forget to check out our photos to be posted on the 3rd MAW KVN website.  It is located at http://www.3maw.usmc.mil/FamilyReadiness/mwsg37/mwss273KVN.asp. 

That is it for now.  Please keep us in your prayers, keep the mail coming and encourage your Sweathog during your phone calls and emails.  

It is my privilege to serve your Marines and Sailors!  

LtCol Vernon Prevatt

CO, MWSS 273

Boss Hog

